
Students have been working on a two-year pathway. Most students are completing 2 
GCSEs in English – English Language and English Literature. 

The exams complement one another as many of the skills cross over. Skills such as 
analysing writers’ techniques or talking about how a character is presented are examined 
in both Language and Literature.  

As such, if students are not at their benchmark in the November mocks, this does not 
automatically mean students will drop Literature.  

November mock in the exam hall – Language Paper 1 and Paper 2 (except Ms Grib and 
Ms Moran’s classes who have been completing a coursework portfolio instead of 
Paper 2).   



Literature Mocks will also occur at various checkpoints from November, adding to the 
information we have on students from Year 10 Literature assessments.  

 

 

 



 

Students are being given specific ideas and quotations to learn in their analysis of 
Literature, as well as support in how to write those ideas up in the form of an exam 
response. This helps for Language too! 

It’s not about learning every line or memorising whole texts; we focus on ‘Most Revealing 
Moments’ and share ‘Agreed Interpretations’ with students and revisit them regularly 
through Do Now activities to move concepts into students’ long-term memory.  

There is a technique to answering every question – both Language and Literature. 
Students are supported by their teachers to understand exactly what they need to show-
o  for each question.  

 



While being a life-long reader is obviously beneficial, we have been teaching vocabulary 
explicitly this term and supporting students in engaging with deeper meanings as well as 
being able to express themselves fully in their written work.  

Students need to revise this vocabulary and aim to use it in a range of questions (and 
outside of the classroom and exam hall!).    

 

While the unseen element of English exams can seem daunting (you don’t know what the 
exam text will be about on the day, or which character they’ll ask you about) the 
preparation we do with students enables them to feel confident and calm going into the 
exam.  

The exam should never be a surprise! Students should learn the structures they should 
follow, regardless of the topic of the question, and will have memorised specific phrases 
and even paragraphs that they can slot into their responses.  

There is always a tactic or a technique, whether students are aiming for an A* and use 
these as a springboard to elevate their skills, or whether students are hoping to improve 
to meet the national guideline of a Grade C by following this guide to the letter. 



 

While students have their classwork resources, Google Classrooms with worked 
examples and past papers available to them, we understand that sometimes a physical 
revision guide is an additional benefit. As such, there are a few suggestions below.  

However, revising using the how to guides for each part of the exam (in students’ exercise 
books and on Google Classroom) and learning the versatile vocabulary will be vital for 
students.  

It is important that students spend time practicing the skills in their own time, using past 
papers and re-drafting the questions they have done in class using mark schemes and 
teacher/peer feedback.  

Past papers are available on Google Classroom and through the PapaCambridge website 
here: https://pastpapers.papacambridge.com/papers/caie/igcse-english-0500  

Suggested Revision Guides: 

 
 

 

https://amzn.eu/d/hHUYODK https://amzn.eu/d/8NbixsT  



 

  
 https://amzn.eu/d/0OBwGsM https://amzn.eu/d/0OBwGsM 

   
https://amzn.eu/d/90Kbndr  https://amzn.eu/d/hvNoQc6  https://amzn.eu/d/cWBuGaq  

 

 


