
 

 



 

 



 

 

Introduction by the Head 
 
  
   

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
  
We will be holding our 14–19 Education Information Evening on Tuesday 
15th March 2016. This will provide an opportunity to find out about 
subjects not just for Year 10 and 11, but also where this might lead post-
16.  Representatives from the Careers service, the IOM College and the 
world of work will also be present. I hope you will be able to attend. 
This booklet is designed to explain to you the Key Stage 4 curriculum 
which students study in Years 10 and 11. 
 
The Manx National Curriculum encourages students to maintain a broad 
and balanced course of study which enables them to keep their career 
options as open as possible. All students study the core subjects of 
English, Mathematics and Science at IGCSE level, while Religious Education, Manx Citizenship, Careers and 
Games remain part of the basic curriculum experience. Most students continue with at least one Humanities 
subject and one Modern Foreign Language for GCSE. Most students will spend six lessons a week studying 
Science, leading to IGCSEs in Science or three separate Science IGCSEs. 
 
We also recognise that some young people have definite leanings towards certain areas of study and away 
from others. For this reason, we have built into the curriculum an element of choice in the option columns.  
While we cannot guarantee that there will be enough places on very popular subject options due to staffing 
and room constraints, we will obviously endeavour to meet your choices as far as possible. It is important 
when choosing to consider both your child’s aptitude and his or her possible career aims. At this stage, many 
young people do not have clear career ambitions and the choices really depend upon their interests and 
strengths.  
 
Once you have discussed your son or daughter’s interests and abilities with him or her and with the teachers, 
you should complete the options form and return it to the Form Tutor by Tuesday 22nd March 2016.  Groups 
will then be decided and we will confirm the curriculum with you in the Summer Term. If you have any 
queries you should contact Mrs Walker at the School. Please note that while we will consider changes to 
option choices during the summer term, these may not always be possible if groups are full. 
 
Queen Elizabeth II High School is proud of its reputation for success at GCSE. We recognise that this is due not 

only to the experience and dedication of the teachers but also to the hard work of students and the support 

and partnership of parents. We are all working to the same goal: to achieve the best for our young people so 

that they go on to live successful adult lives. I hope that you find the information here useful - we are always 

happy to assist in any way - and look forward to working together in future. 

 
 
 
 

Ms S Moore 
Head 
 

 



 

 

Choices for Key Stage 4 
 

The transition between Key Stages 3 and 4 marks an extremely important time for Year 9 students. Choices 
made at this time will have a considerable influence on career pathways and  opportunities within future 
education, both at school and beyond.   
You will in the near future, have to choose between some subjects or even start a new subject course.  
These Key Stage 4 courses are the ones in which you will be examined at the end of Year 11 for the General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) or equivalent. 
  

WHY A CHOICE? 
 It is important to understand why there is a choice to be made.   The first reason is simply a matter of 

time. Key Stage 4 courses require a greater breadth and depth of knowledge; there is simply not 
enough curriculum time for every subject to be continued from Key Stage 3. 

 Each individual has a unique array of skills and talents.  It is important for each student to concentrate 
their efforts into those subjects which will bring them most success. 

 At Key Stage 4 students may tailor their curriculum to suit their specific interests, talents and aspirations. 
In this way they will hopefully work with the commitment and determination necessary to bring 
success. 

  

WHAT TO CHOOSE? 
It is not necessary for Year 9 students to know what career they will ultimately follow in order to make good 
choices for Key Stage 4 courses.  However, it is vital that the chosen subjects provide the right background 
for each student to move forward with confidence to the next stage in their education or to successfully 
obtain worthwhile employment.  It is advisable for students to undertake a good balance of subjects that 
will prepare them for the dynamic job market of the future. 
Therefore, it is crucial that the choices made reflect not only talents and interests but that they also take 
account of future ambitions and goals.  For example many universities require a GCSE in a modern foreign 
language. 
  

HOW TO CHOOSE 
Trying to decide exactly which curriculum is the right one can be difficult. There are many things to consider 
and factors to review. The following ideas may provide some basic guidance.      

 If you find the challenges of academic work easy, enjoyable and wish to continue with your education for 
as long as possible, it would be wise to aim for as many GCSE examination subjects as possible. This 
will help you to move to Advanced Level study and eventually to University.  

 If you are not sure which career pathway you may want to take in the future you must aim for a broad 
and balanced curriculum which will allow you to make career choices later on. Choose subjects that 
you enjoy, that you think will bring you examination success and that will help you to move forward 
at the end of Year 11. Obviously it is not advisable to choose subjects merely on the basis of 
friendship groups. 

 If you find academic learning more difficult, it is important that you concentrate on doing well in the core 
curriculum subjects. You may excel at vocational study, and therefore enjoy the challenges of the 
ASDAN CoPE. If you work hard and seek help when required, you will obtain good examination 
results. This will enable you to progress to further study or into the world of work. Invited students 
may also opt into the Support of Learning Pathway in order to gain Level 1 qualifications that may be 
better suited to them. 

  

SOURCES OF HELP AND ADVICE 
If you have definite plans for the future, with a particular career in mind, make sure that your choice of 
subjects will allow you to meet your objectives. If your ideas are currently unstructured it is also important 
that you seek suitable advice. Information about Career entry requirements can be obtained from the 
Library or from the Careers Centre.  Tutorial time will be used to examine option choices and to discuss 
different career pathways. Teaching staff will be more than happy to discuss the merits of their subjects at 
GCSE level and Key Stage 4 students are a valuable source of information and insights.  



 

 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum 2016—2018 
 
This Key Stage 4 curriculum, in line with The Manx National Curriculum, aims to provide high quality 
learning opportunities which will meet the needs and aspirations of all our students.  It allows them to 
specialise within areas of particular interest but should prevent them from unnecessarily constricting their 
learning programme. 
  

 All students must study the core curriculum. 

 The School will try to give students the opportunity to study the subjects that they indicate on the Options 
Form. However, if some groups are oversubscribed, students may have to reconsider their options.  
Moreover, if a subject fails to recruit 10 students it may not run and these students will then have to be 
accommodated within other GCSE subjects. 

 Some students may have the option to study for the ASDAN CoPE. This vocational option is for nominated 
students only and covers two option choices. 
  
Further subject information can be obtained from the following websites: 

 
http://aqa.org.uk/ 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 
http://www.cie.org.uk  (for IGCSEs) 
www.wjec.co.uk/ (for the Welsh board) 
  

TO COMPLETE THE OPTIONS FORM. 

 

 Make no mark within the Core Column; it is given for information only. 

 In each of the Columns A – D circle the subject that you wish to study and indicate that this is your first 
choice by marking it with a “1”. 

 

E.g.                                       

  
  

 In each of the Columns A – D also mark a reserve choice and mark it with an “R”. 
 

E.g.  

  
  
  
  

ALL FORMS MUST BE RETURNED TO YOUR TUTOR BY TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2016. STUDENTS WHO 
RETURN FORMS AFTER THIS DATE MAY NOT OBTAIN THEIR FIRST CHOICE OF OPTIONS. 
  
STUDENTS WILL BE INFORMED ABOUT THEIR CURRICULUM PROGRAMME BY THEIR TUTOR IN THE 
SUMMER TERM.  
  

Once Options have been allocated, the curriculum programme for Key Stage 4 is finalised and 
staff are assigned to teaching groups. It is difficult to rearrange individual programmes after this 
time and we would urge students to consider choices very carefully before submitting their 
Options Form.  
  
Any subsequent request to change a subject option must be submitted in writing to Mrs Walker 
by a parent/guardian. If a change is possible at this stage, teaching staff will be consulted 
before a decision is made; parents will then be informed of this decision in writing. 

Textiles 
        R 

French 
    1 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/


 

 

Year 10 Options 2016—2018 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bottom set science will do 3 lessons per week of an alternative L1 course. 

 
If some groups are oversubscribed, students may have to reconsider their options. Moreover, if a subject fails 
to recruit enough students it may not run and these students will then have to be accommodated within 
other subjects. 

Core Option A Option B Option C Option D 

English French German Music History 

Maths 
Resistant  
Materials 

Geography Geography PE 

Science Textiles Art Graphics 

ICT 

Computer Science 

Careers 
  

Electronics Business 
Religious  
Studies 

Drama & Theatre 
Studies 

Games Food S4L History 
Engineering 

(IOMCFE) 

Citz./RE 
Art 

  
  

ASDAN CoPE/ Level 1 Construction or 

Hospitality (IOMCFE) 



 

 

Subject Profiles 

 
English Language & Literature 

Mathematics 

Science 

Art  

ASDAN CoPE 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Drama & Theatre Studies 

Electronics 

Engineering 

Food 

French 

Geography 

German 

Graphic Communication 

History 

ICT  

IOM College Courses 

Manx 

Music 

Physical Education 

Religious Studies 

Resistant Materials 

Textiles 

Support for Learning Pathway 

 



 

 

English Language & Literature     Mrs A Quine 
 

Details of the Examination Specification  
Cambridge iGCSE:  0500 First Language English Language and Cambridge iGCSE 0486 English Literature—
these are 2 separate iGCSEs. 
 
Subject Content     
English Language      English Literature 
Directed Writing      Study of prose text 
Analysis of Writers’ Language Use    Study of selection of poetry 
Summary skills  Study of drama text  
Writing to narrate or describe  Either: Coursework – study of additional text  
Writing to argue or persuade Or: Developing skills for analysis of unseen poetry 

or prose 
  
Resources 
Students will be provided with copies of Literature texts for teaching.  Should they wish to annotate copies 
they should buy their own. 
Past papers can be found at: 
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-first-language-0500/
past-papers/ 
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-literature-0486/past-
papers/ 
 
Learner guides can also be found on these sites.    
Students are expected to bring writing equipment to all lessons. 
  
How is the Course Assessed? 

 English Language – 1 exam – Reading Passages (either Core [Paper 1] or Extended [paper 2]): Component 
4: Coursework - 3 pieces of Coursework (assessing Writing for purpose and audience) 

(Exam 50%; Coursework 50%) 
 

 English Literature (probable combination) – Component 1(Poetry and Prose) – exam; Component 3 
(Drama) – exam; Component 5 (Coursework) 

(Component 1 50%; Component 3 25%; Component 5 25%) 
The exams for English Literature are not tiered. 
  
Deadlines: 
Initial drafts of coursework will be completed in school during the course of Year 10 and 11.  Final deadlines 
will be issued to students at the start of Year 11.   
  
 What is Expected of the Student?   

 Good attendance in order to prepare for Coursework and have good knowledge of exam texts 

 A willingness to think independently about the texts studied and to arrive at their own conclusions 

 An ability to express their ideas in clear, written English 

 To prepare conscientiously for the examinations, including working on individual weaknesses in accuracy 
  
Additional Information:  
Not all sets are entered for English Literature.  Decisions are made on a set by set basis at the end of Year 9.  
Decisions pertaining to the tier of examination entry for English Language (Core or Extended) will be made 
during the course of Year 10 and 11. 
 
   
 

 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-first-language-0500/past-papers/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-first-language-0500/past-papers/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-literature-0486/past-papers/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-literature-0486/past-papers/


 

 

Mathematics                Miss O Graham 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
This year students will study Cambridge iGCSE (International GCSE). This is a rigorous qualification that is 
considered to be more comprehensive than the current GCSE offered in the UK. A course outline and 
exemplar past exam papers can be found at www. cie.org.uk.  
  
Subject Content 
Aims of the iGCSE course 

 To develop a knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques 
 To give students a foundation in mathematical skills for further study in the subject or related areas 
 To enable students to enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and become 
confident in using mathematics to solve problems 
 To give students an appreciation of the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study 
 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 
The Cambridge iGCSE in Mathematics requires students to demonstrate application and understanding of 
the following: 
Number 

 Use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way and in real-life situations 
Algebra 

 Use letters as equivalent to numbers and as variables 
 Understand the distinction between expressions, equations and formulae 
 Use algebra to set up and solve problems 
 Demonstrate manipulative skills 
 Construct and use graphs. 
Geometry 

 Use properties of angles 
 Understand a range of transformations 
 Work within the metric system 
 Understand ideas of space and shape 
 Use ruler, compasses and protractor appropriately 
Statistics 

 Understand basic ideas of statistical averages 
 Use a range of statistical techniques 
 Use basic ideas of probability 
 

Resources      
Textbooks and other written resources will be supplied. 
Each student is expected to bring a pen, pencil, ruler, scientific calculator and mathematical instruments to 
all lessons.  
Additional material including homework sheets, practice exam papers etc. will be available on the School’s 
Wiki so access to this will be an advantage. 
  
How is the Course Assessed? 
For the Cambridge iGCSE (International GCSE), Candidates may follow either the Core curriculum or the 
Extended curriculum. Candidates aiming for grades A* to C should follow the Extended curriculum.  
Cambridge iGCSE Mathematics is assessed via two components. All candidates take two written papers at 
the end of Year 11. Candidates who follow the Core curriculum take Papers 1 and 3 and are eligible for 
grades C to G. Candidates who follow the Extended curriculum take Papers 2 and 4 and are eligible for 
grades A* to E. Papers 1 (core) and 2 (extended) make up 35% of students marks and Papers 3 (core) and 4 
(extended) make up 65% of marks. For the Core curriculum, Paper 1 lasts 1 hour and Paper 3 lasts 2 hours. 
For the Extended curriculum, Paper 2 lasts 1 hour 30 minutes and Paper 4 lasts 2 hours 30 minutes. 
Students are allowed to use a calculator in both papers. If a student fails to achieve the lowest grade 
available for their curriculum, they will be awarded ‘Ungraded’.  



 

 

Mathematics (continued)      Miss O Graham 
  
 

What is Expected of the Student? 
Each student is expected to show the degree of commitment required to reach their full potential in this 
fundamentally important subject. All students must bring the correct equipment to the lessons. It is 
essential that students have their own calculator and become familiar with its use throughout the course. 
Students must ensure that all deadlines for homework is met. 
  
Additional Information  
Students in Year 10 will be grouped into five sets according to ability, based on their end of Key Stage 3 
examination results, Year 9 module test results and teacher assessment.  
It may be possible for students to change sets during Year 10 if their work and test results show that they 
have been misplaced and would make more progress in a different set. 



 

 

Science            Mr J Barker 

 
At Queen Elizabeth II High School we study a range of science courses that are designed to meet the different needs of 
our students. This offers flexibility and a genuine choice to students to prepare them for the next stage in their learning 
and match their interests. The Science Department follows Cambridge iGCSE courses. 
  
Options and Pathways in Science 
Students may be offered the opportunity to study three separate iGCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These are 
two-year courses running from the end of Year 9 until the Summer in Year 11. These courses are for students who wish 
to study Science in depth and are ideal preparation for students intending to go on to study A Level Sciences. Each 
subject is assessed by three exams sat at the end of Year 11, a multiple choice paper (30%), a paper of short answer and 
structured questions (50%) and a paper which assesses students knowledge of the scientific method and practical skills. 
Students taking the three separate GCSEs need to be well motivated and to work at an accelerate rate to complete all 
three courses in seven lessons per week.  
 
Other students will take a two year course in iGCSE Co-ordinated Science.  This course covers core and extension topics 
from each of the Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses. Students grades will be attained through three exams at the 
end Year 11 ( a multiple choice  exam worth 20%, an alternative to practical paper and a short answer / structured 
paper worth 50%). Students following this course will be awarded two iGCSEs in Science, graded from A*A* to GG. 
Students who gain A*A* to BB on this course will be able to continue with science subjects at A Level. Some students 
will cover only the core content of the course and as a result will be able to achieve grades CC to GG only. 

 
Some students will be better served by concentrating on a single iGCSE Combined Science course at core only level, 
enabling them to achieve grades C to G. A further group will also be entered for OCR entry level Science which is 
continually assessed in school via short periodical tests and will attend science for only three lessons a week. 
 

 
Structure and Time Allocation: 
 
Year 10 and 11 
 
Separate Sciences will have 7 x 50 minute lessons of science a week; two lessons each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
with specialist teachers and a 7th lesson that will be shared between the subjects. 
Double Science will have 6 x 50 minutes lesson per week shared between Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
* The time allocation for Single Science will be decided when the curriculum offer for the group is finalised. 
 
Examinations—All examination will be at the end of Year 11 (some will be during TT Week). 
More Information 
For any other enquiries about GCSE Science at QEII please contact Mr Barker (Head of Science) or Mr Buchanan (Key 
Stage 4 Science Coordinator). Information about the specifications including details of the topics taught can also be 
found online at  

  Science Pathways   

Course Separate Sciences Double Science 
 Science 

Single Science Entry Level  
Science 

Time    
allocation 

7 x 50 min per 
week 

6 x 50 min per week 6 x 50 min per 
week 

3 x 50 min per 
week 

Qualifications iGCSE Biology 
iGCSE Chemistry 
iGCSE Physics 

iGCSE Co-ordinated 
Science 
(equivalent of two 
GCSEs) 

iGCSE Combined 
Science 

OCR Entry Level 
Science 

Suitable  
preparation 
for 

A Level Biology, 
Chemistry or 
Physics, non-
Science A Level 
courses. 

A Level Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics 
(if A*A* to BB 
attained), non-
Science A Level  
courses, IOM College, 
Apprentice training 
and work. 

IOM College,  
Apprentice training 
and work. 

IOM College,  
Apprentice  
training and 
work. 



 

 

Art                    Mrs V Blackburn 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
AQA 4200  
 
Subject Content 
During this course students complete 3 units of coursework for assessment, which must be taken from a 
range of the following areas of study: painting, drawing, graphics, printmaking and 3-dimensional work. 
By the end of the course students should be able to demonstrate their ability to:  
 

 Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual, analytical and cultural 
understanding 

 Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate media and materials 

 Record their ideas, observations and insights 

 Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding realising intentions and making connections where appropriate 

   
Resources     
Resources for a course of this nature are extensive and whilst the Art Department expects to meet the 
majority of students’ material needs, there will be occasions when students will need to fund themselves.  
   
How is the Course Assessed   
The course has two elements: 
Coursework – 50% of the iGCSE grade 
Controlled Test – 50% of the iGCSE grade. Completed during Year 11 
  
The starting point for the Controlled Test is set by the examination board. Students have 10 weeks 
preparation time followed by 11 hours of supervised time to complete the work. Internal deadlines will be 
determined for each of the coursework projects which follow the format of the Controlled Test, as above.  
  
Additional Information   
Motivation and a willingness to work hard, both within School and for homework assignments. Students 
must be well organised and able to work independently.  
Resources for a course of this nature are extensive and whilst the Art Department expects to meet the 
majority of students’ material needs, there is a £10 charge at the beginning of Year 10 and again at Year 11 
to contribute to the wide range of materials that students will use. There may still be occasions when 
students need to supply materials the department doesn’t stock. 
We also offer students the opportunity to purchase an A2 folder and an A4 hardback sketchbook at the 
beginning of Year 10 for £8.50. 
 



 

 

ASDAN CoPE                 Mrs L Sleight 

 
Details of the Examination Specification    
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) 
The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is the QCA-kite marked qualification outcome of the ASDAN Award 
programmes. The qualifications offer imaginative ways of accrediting young people's activities. They 
promote, and allow centres to record, a wide range of personal qualities, abilities and achievements of 
young people, as well as introducing them to new activities and challenges. 
CoPE Level1 (similar to GCSE Grade E) 
CoPE Level 2 (similar to GCSE Grade B) 
 
Subject Content   
The CoPE Student Book comprises 12 modules, each of which is divided into three sections. Each section 
should take 10 hours, which is worth one credit. Students will need 12 credits to gain the Certificate of 
Personal Effectiveness. For CoPE Level 1, challenges can come from Section A, B or C; for CoPE Level 2, at 
least six of the credits must be chosen from the longer challenges of Sections B and C. 
The module titles are: 

 
 
By building a Portfolio of Evidence as they complete various challenges, students must demonstrate 
competence at Level 1 or 2 in the following skills: Introduction to Working with Others, Introduction to 
Improving own Learning and Performance, Introduction to Problem Solving, Planning and Carrying out a 
Piece of Research, Communication through Discussion and Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation. 
   
How is the Course Assessed? 
CoPE Assessment 
After students' portfolios have been internally moderated, centres must register candidates' names for 
external moderation - at least four weeks in advance of a regional moderation meeting. ASDAN will issue 
certificates following successful external moderation 

  
What is Expected of the Student?    
Students are expected to provide information to help set targets (e.g. what they have done before, what 
they want to achieve and what might affect their chances of success). The targets are steps towards 
achieving a suitable personal, learning and/or career goal. Targets are SMART (i.e. Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic, and Time-bound) and are capable of being met within a few weeks or less. Students 
set at least two short term targets which are recorded on a plan, with action points, deadlines and a review 
date identified by the learner. The plans may be amended at a later stage. 
  
Students are encouraged to try out different ways of learning so that they can choose which methods 
seems to suit them best or are most appropriate to a particular context. Students must work for short 
periods of time without close supervision. Students are responsible for identifying when they need support 
and for using this effectively to help them meet their targets. When reviewing progress it is expected that 
the students will identify knowledge and skills learned from their various activities, and how they have used 
learning from one task to help them tackle another task. They should understand what they need to do to 
further improve their performance and, if necessary, ask questions for clarification. Completion of the Plan/
Do/Review sheets is mandatory.  

Communication Health and Fitness 

Citizenship and Community Work Related Learning and Enterprise 

Sport and Leisure Science and Technology 

Independent Living International Links 

The Environment Expressive Arts 

Vocational Preparation Beliefs and Values 



 

 

Business Studies               Mr P Hampson 

 
iGCSE Business Studies courses based on this specification should encourage candidates to: 
 

 Develop an interest in, and enjoyment of, business subjects that will be sustained in later life 
 

 Use relevant terminology, concepts and methods effectively and recognise the strengths and 
limitations of the ideas used 

 

 Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a range of 
local, national and global contexts 

 

 Understand the perspectives of a range of different stakeholders in relation to business activity  
 

 Consider the moral issues that arise as a result of the impact of business activity on the environment 
and economic development 

 

 Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish between facts and opinion and evaluate qualitative 
and quantitative data, to build arguments and make informed judgements 

 
Subject Content 
The main topics are: 

• Business activity and the changing environment 
• Human resources 
• Accounting and Finance 
• Marketing 
• Production 

 
Resources 
Business Studies is an area that is rich in learning opportunities outside the classroom.  Students would 
benefit from taking an interest in current business and economic issues, possibly through watching TV 
programmes such as Panorama, Dragons Den and Business news and reports.  In addition, there are many 
internet sites devoted to relevant issues including: 
  
 Tutor2u    www.tutor2u.net 
 Biz/ed     www.bized.ac.uk 
 National Statistics   www.statistics.gov.uk 
  BBC News    www.bbc.co.uk/news 
  
How is the Course Assessed   
The assessment of this qualification is through a two hour examination paper. 
 
Student progress will be closely monitored – half termly tests mirroring the GCSE examination papers 
should allow a reliable check of both the learning and the teaching in addition to building student 
confidence with regard to examination technique. 
  
Additional Information   
For further information regarding iGCSE Business Studies please contact Mr P Hampson. 

  

 
  

http://www.tutor2u.net/
http://www.bized.ac.uk/
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news


 

 

Computer Science                        Mr M J Long 
  

 
Details of the Examination Specification   
The iGCSE in Computer Science is delivered through the Cambridge International Examinations board across 
three lessons per week. 
  
Subject Content      
Learners following the Cambridge iGCSE Computer Science syllabus develop their understanding of the main 
principles of problem solving using computers. They can apply their understanding to develop computer-
based solutions to problems using algorithms and a high-level programming language. Learners also 
develop a range of technical skills, as well as being able to effectively test and evaluate computing solutions. 
Studying Cambridge iGCSE Computer Science will help learners appreciate current and emerging computing 
technologies, the benefits of their use and recognise their potential risks.  
Cambridge iGCSE Computer Science helps learners develop an interest in computing and gain confidence in 
computational thinking. It is an ideal foundation for further study at Cambridge International AS and A 
Level, and the skills learnt can also be used in other areas of study and in everyday life. 
  
How is the Course Assessed?   
There are two written exams, the first addresses the theory of Computer Science (worth 60%), and the 
second involves Practical Problem-solving and Programming (worth 40% of the total marks). 
  
What is Expected of the Student?   
Although this course has a practical programming element, it is an academic course and will require 
commitment from the student. Students will be expected not only to commit themselves to learning the 
theory in the course but also to learn to program a computer. Learning to program will require practise 
beyond the lessons (and set homework). 
  
What grades can I get?    
This course allows students to be able to achieve the full range of iGCSE Grades from  
A* to F. 
  
Additional Information     
This is an exciting course which allows students the opportunity to get really involved in many aspects of 
Computing. Those students that enter the spirit of the project will find it both stimulating and useful. 
  
You can download the syllabus from the Cambridge IE website: 
http://www.cie.org.uk/images/203951-2017-2019-syllabus.pdf 
  

http://www.cie.org.uk/images/203951-2017-2019-syllabus.pdf


 

 

Drama and Theatre  Studies (WJEC)        Miss J Withey  

 
Subject Content   
This course is an excellent grounding in scripted and devised performance work combined with creative 
thinking and contextual understanding of the theatre studies.  
 
How is the Course Assessed? 

Unit 1 : Devising Theatre  (40% of marks)  

Students will be marked on ACTING or DESIGN and they will learn how to create, develop and perform a 
piece of devised theatre. This will focus on either; 

 Techniques of an influential theatre practitioner such as Brecht or Stanislavski        OR 

 A genre in response to a stimulus (idea) set by the board WJEC 
This exam is internally marked by the class teacher and assessed. It will then be sent for external 
moderation with a DVD recording, portfolio of evidence and an evaluation of the final performance or 
design.  
 
Unit 2 : Performing from a Text  (20% of marks)  
Students will study two extracts from the same performance text or play.  
Students will be marked on ACTING or DESIGN.  
This will lead to a performance using both extracts. 
This exam is EXTERNALLY marked by a visiting examiner.  
 
Unit 3 : Interpreting Theatre (40% of the marks)  
This unit is written exam which is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.  
Section A: Set Text  
This will involve the student answering a series of questions relating to one set text that they will have 
studied in detail in lesson throughout the second year of the course.  
Section B: Live Theatre Review  
Students will have one question to answer in this section. The answer to this question will require analysis 
and evaluation of a given aspect of a LIVE theatre production which has been seen at some point during the 
2 year course.  
 
What is Expected of the Student?  
Students will need to be committed outside of lessons for both scripted and devised group work alongside a 
keen interest in seeing live theatre.  
 
Additional Information  
This course unlike a Performing Arts course does not cater for musical theatre in its criteria.  
Students do not need a background or training in Drama to access the course, although any experience will 
be relevant and put into practise.  
The wider skills gained from completing a GCSE in this subject include; 
 

 confidence 

 self-presentation 

 teamwork and collaboration 

 time management and organisational skills 

 self-awareness 

 self-discipline 

 an open mind and the ablility to move beyond boundaries and experiment with different ideas 

 communication skills 

 analytical, critical and research skills 

 the ability to cope with criticism and learn from it 

 stamina 

 



 

 

Electronics  - Design & Technology        Mr G Ayre 
 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
AQA 4540 Design & Technology – Electronic Products 
 
Subject Content     
This subject is intended to provide students with knowledge and understanding of 
electronics and materials which, when linked with designing and making skills, will 
allow them to design and construct electronic products. 
 
The course will be delivered through practical activities, although some knowledge 
may be taught through focused activities which do not form part of a design and 
make task. Students will also be made aware of appropriate industrial practices and 
control systems. They will also investigate commercially produced electronic devices. 
 
Resources      
Basic writing and drawing equipment is needed. All students will be provided with 
text book, folder and materials for practical projects.  
 
How is the Course Assessed? 

 60% is assessed through coursework controlled task – the production of an 
electronic product along with a design folder 

 40% is assessed through a terminal written examination 
  
Deadlines 
Final projects are to be completed by March of the examination year. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
The student is expected to show an interest in the subject and be prepared to do a 
major part of their work using ICT packages. 
 
Additional Information 
Independent working beyond the normal scheduled lessons will ensure that the highest quality coursework 
projects are produced. 
  
  
 
  

  



 

 

Engineering         Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2             IOM College 
 
 

Qualification: Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Engineering Manufacture  
(120 glh) [Equivalent to 1 GCSE] 
 
Cambridge Nationals are vocationally related qualifications that take an engaging, practical and inspiring 
approach to learning and assessment. 
 
They’re industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements and very popular with schools and colleges 
because they suit such a broad range of learning styles and abilities. 
 
Course Overview 
Engineering manufacture is a discipline of engineering dealing with different manufacturing practices and 
processes using the machines, tools and equipment that turn raw materials into new products. This 
qualification will enable you to study these processes. It will also allow you to operate the tools and 
equipment used to make products from the requirements of a design specification, as well as use relevant 
computer applications such as CAD/CAM, and CNC equipment. 
 
What will I Study? 
Engineering materials, processes and production       External Examination 
 
This unit will develop your knowledge and understanding of engineering materials and processes, and their 
application in the manufacture of engineered products. The content of this unit includes basic engineering 
processes, allowing for a practical approach to be taken in the delivery of the unit. 
 
This unit also covers types of engineering materials such as ferrous and non-ferrous metals, alloys, 
polymers, thermosetting plastics, ceramics, composites, smart materials and new and emerging materials. 
Learners will understand properties of engineering materials and learn the theory  of hand and machine 
skills to engineer a product. 
 
Preparing and planning for manufacture    Internal Assessment 
 
This unit develops your knowledge and understanding of procedures used during the planning and 
preparing stages in the manufacture of engineered products. You are required to plan and make a pre-
production product by conventional (non- Computer Numerical Control (CNC) methods to develop a 
suitable product. 
 
This unit enables learners to have the opportunity to apply  appropriate processes for making pre-
production products using hand-held tools, measuring and marking equipment safely. You will also carry 
out manually controlled machining operations such as drilling, turning and milling and perform quality 
control checks to review finished pre-production products. 
 
Computer aided manufacturing     Internal Assessment 
 
This unit covers computer applications in the design and manufacture of engineered products. You will 
produce Computer Aided Design (CAD) drawings of a product to produce a batch of Computer Numerical 
Control (CNC) manufactured examples. Also, you will understand how computer control can be used in the 
high-volume/mass production of engineered products. 
 
You will develop knowledge and understanding of computer applications in the design and manufacture of 
engineered products and know the procedures for setting up CNC equipment to produce a batch of 
products to the required specification. Learners will also investigate methods used to compare items 
manufactured by  manually controlled and CNC production. 
 
 



 

 

Engineering         Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2            IOM College 
continued 
 

Quality control of engineered products      Internal Assessment 
This unit will develop your knowledge and understanding of techniques and procedures used to ensure the 
quality of engineered products. You will be required to produce and carry out a detailed set of procedures 
for the quality control of engineered products which will be used in a ‘real world’ situation involving high 
volume manufacture of products. You will also gain an understanding of the principles of lean manufacture 
and how they are applied to improving the quality of the manufacturing process. 
 
Further Information 
This can be obtained from the Engineering Secretary on 648205 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

Food—Design & Technology          Mr G Ayre 
 

Details of the Examination Specification  
WJEC/CBAC  GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
  
Subject Content  
The subject content focuses on 8 main areas, Food Commodities, Nutrition, Science 
of food, Food spoilage, Cooking and preparation, Food Provenance/sustainability and 
Planning meals. It  is delivered using focused practical tasks, student led research and 
planning of dishes, experiments and information tasks. 

  
Resources  
Basic writing and drawing equipment is needed. Students will be expected to provide 
ingredients for all practical sessions, except experiments. School will provide all 
equipment for practical lessons, but students will be expected to provide containers 
to take the products home. 
  
How is the Course Assessed?   
20% Controlled assessment task 1 
40% Controlled assessment task 2 
40% Written exam (Year 11) 
  
Deadlines  
Task 1 June of Year 10 
Task 2 March of Year 11 
Exam June of Year 11 
  
What is Expected of the Student?   
An enthusiasm for food and food ingredients.  
A willingness to bring in a range of different ingredients and to try a variety of  food 
dishes. 
An understanding that there will be a mix of both theory and practical work.  
  
Additional Information  
Independent working and good time management beyond the normal scheduled lessons will ensure high 
quality products and coursework. 
  
  

  

 

 



 

 

French                  Ms A Beales 
  
 

Details of the Examination Specification  
WJEC GCSE in French  
  
Equipment useful for the independent learner of GCSE French: 
Headphones 
App: Larousse dictionary 
  
 Subject Content   

 Identity and Culture:  
Youth Culture 

Self and relationships 
Technology and social media 

Lifestyle 
Health and fitness 
Entertainment and leisure 

Customs and Traditions 
Food and drink 
Festivals and celebrations 
 

Home and the World - areas of interest:  
Home and Locality 

Local areas of interest 
Transport 

France and French-speaking countries 
Local and regional features and characteristics 
Holidays and tourism 

Global Sustainability 
Environment 
Social Issues 
 

Current and future Study and Employment:  
Current Study 

School/college life 
School/college studies 

World of Work 
Work experience and part-time jobs 
Skills and personal qualities 

Jobs and future plans 
Applying for work/study 

               Career plans 

   
Resources  
Each student is issued with a textbook to complement the GCSE programme. A rich array of additional 
materials is also available to enhance individual learning: DVDs, games, readers, magazines, crosswords, 
puzzles, music, interactive whiteboard, subscriptions to modern foreign language websites.  
  
How is the Course Assessed?*  
The four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are assessed at either Foundation or Higher 
level in April/May/June at the end of Year 11. 
  
What is Expected of the Student?  
Each student must bring their textbook and exercise book to all lessons and a willingness to actively 
participate in pair, group, independent work and speaking activities. 
  

*WJEC is awaiting a decision from Qualifications Wales about their mixed tier entry. 



 

 

Geography                  Mrs J Booth 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
Cambridge iGCSE (0460)  
 
Subject Content  
The course is divided into 3 main components: 
An exam will be taken in June at the end of Year 11. 
 
Paper 1 Geographical Themes. 
Theme 1: Population and Settlement 
Theme 2: The natural Environment 
Theme 3: Economic Development 
 
Paper 2 Geographical Skills 
This paper tests interpretation and analysis of geographical information, decision making and the 
application of graphical and map skills. 
 
Paper 3 or Paper 4  
This is yet to be finally decided. 
Paper 3 is coursework based upon a field work assignment. 
Paper 4 is an examination set as an alternative to coursework. Candidates will complete two compulsory 
questions based upon field work from material that will be provided by the exam board. 
 
Resources      
The department is well resourced with the appropriate core text books and revision guides. Each student 
will be loaned a core text book for which it will be their full responsibility to care for. 
  
How is the Course Assessed?  
Paper 1 Geographical themes worth   45% of final grade 
Paper 2 Geographical Skills                   27.5 % of final grade 
Paper 3 or 4                                             27.5% of final grade 
 
Deadlines  
Assignments will be set throughout the course and deadlines agreed. 
  
What is Expected of the Student?  
A genuine interest in this subject and a commitment to hard work at all times. 
  
Additional Information  
It is likely that the fieldwork will be based upon a study of the River Neb from source to mouth. Field work 
will be carried out in the summer term to allow for in depth follow up work and will form the basis of the 
controlled assessment component. 
  

 



 

 

German         Mrs H Kelly 

 
Details of the Examination Specification 
WJEC GCSE  in German 
 
Subject Content  
The subject content is divided into three broad themes, each of which is divided into sub-themes; 
  

Identity and culture        
Youth culture, Lifestyle, Customs and Traditions. 
 
Local, national, international and global areas of interest  
Home and Locality, Germany and German-speaking countries, Global Sustainability. 
 
Current and future study and employment             
Current Study, World of Work, Jobs and Future Plans. 

   
Resources  
Each student is issued with Stimmt!  textbook and accompanying workbook, which form the basic structure 
around which the programme of study is framed. The German teacher is then free to draw from a rich array 
of additional materials to help enhance the learning process: videos, games, readers, magazines, 
crosswords, puzzles, music, interactive software, etc.  In the absence of a German assistant, extra speaking 
practice will be possible during lunchtimes.  Students will also require a memory stick. 
Access to the Internet at home is essential for regular access to the language-learning games on 
www.linguascope.com and the self-checking grammar exercises on www.languagesonline.org.uk.  It is also 
recommended that students listen to German radio on-line in order to further develop their listening skills. 
  
How is the Course Assessed?  
The four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are assessed.  Listening (25%), Reading 
(25%) , Speaking (25%) and Writing (25%) are assessed at either Foundation or Higher level at the end of 
Year 11. 
  
Deadlines  
All components will examined at the end of Year 11.  
  
What is Expected of the Student?  
Each student must bring all materials to all lessons and ensure all homework tasks are completed 
thoroughly and on time. An open mind, plus a willingness to participate in pair and group work also 
enhance the learning process and outcome.  Attending lunchtime speaking practice sessions will also help 
build the student’s confidence for speaking tasks, as well as allowing them to make mp3 recordings of these 
sessions, which will be very helpful for revision purposes. 
  
Additional Information  
All students must provide a folder in which their worksheets and completed written work will be kept. If the 
student should wish to purchase a dictionary or grammar reference book, either of the following two would 
be particularly useful: 
Collins German Dictionary & Grammar ISBN9780007323166   
The Key to German Grammar   ISBN9780748719235 
These would be particularly useful for those who intend to continue to study German at AS level. 
 
  
*Subject to change once WJEC have finalised their specification 
  

http://www.linguascope.com
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk


 

 

Graphic Communication                Mr G Ayre 
Design & Technology 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
AQA 4200  Art and Design - Graphic Communication 
 
Subject Content     
During the course of Key Stage 4, students will work to complete a total of four projects; three coursework 
units and one mock exam. These will address the development of ideas for specific purpose. Alongside and 
within the main projects students will explore and develop skills in Photoshop, photography and 
typography considering where best to apply their application. It is intended that as the course progresses 
students will be given the opportunity to select and respond to live projects to be offered in conjunction 
with local businesses. For this, it is expected that students will focus on their specific area of interest within 
Graphic Communication; typography, illustration, design for print or even website design. 
 
Resources      
Aside of basic drawing materials students will need an A1 folder, sketchbook, black fine liners, a quality set 
of pencil crayons and a memory stick. Most of these items will be available to purchase at a reasonable cost 
from the subject department. Access to a digital camera outside of school will be an advantage to students 
taking this course. 
 
How is the Course Assessed? 
Final exam percentage   40% 
Number of final Exams  1 (Exam Practical Project) introduced in the spring term of Year 11 
Coursework percentage  60% 
Coursework requirements  Portfolio of work generated through mini projects 
  
Deadlines: 
Final projects are to be completed prior to the commencement of the final exam. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
Students undertaking this course must be creative and capable of working independently. A high degree of 
self-motivation is required as there will be work to continue outside of lesson time. 
 
Additional Information: 
Independent working beyond the normal scheduled lessons will ensure that the highest quality coursework 
projects are produced. 
  
 
  



 

 

History          Miss L Franklin 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
Cambridge iGCSE – History: 0470  
 

Paper 1 : International Relations 
Part 1: - This unit provides an outline study of history. The content is on international relations and covers 
many of the main events of the 20th Century.  At QEII we shall focus on the period after 1918. It is worth 
40% of the marks and will have a 2-hour examination in Year 11. 
 

Key questions  
• Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 fair?  
• To what extent was the League of Nations a success?  
• Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?  
• Who was to blame for the Cold War?  

 

Part 2: - This unit requires the study of governments throughout the Twentieth Century. It gives a national 
or regional focus to studies in depth, based on events, developments and issues in specified countries or 
regions.  At QEII we shall focus on Germany 1918-1945. 
 

Depth Study:  
Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? 
Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934? 
How effectively did the Nazis control Germany, 1933-45? 
What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 
 

Paper 2:  Source Work Paper 
Candidates answer six questions on one prescribed topic taken from the Core Content.  
There is a range of source material relating to the topic. This unit encourages students to develop analysis 
and evaluation skills in order to reach historical judgements using a range of historical evidence.  It is worth 
33% of the total mark and will have a 2-hour examination at the end of Year 11. 

 

Topic for the examination in 2018: To what extent was the League of Nations a success? 
  

Paper 3: Coursework 
Students have a choice of either coursework or a single essay question in examination conditions. The 
intention is for every student to have the option of either coursework or the examination and they will be 
taught the content of the course at the end of Year 10.  Students completing the coursework will then have 
the summer to work on their coursework, whilst examination students can complete practice examination 
questions. 

Coursework – 27% 
One piece of extended writing based on the Rise of Hitler. Students will receive guidance on 
content and structure in order to complete this piece of coursework.   
OR 
Examination: 1 hour – 27% Extended writing  
Answer ONE question on the Depth Study (Germany 1918-1945)   

             
What is Expected of the Student?  
GCSE History is academically demanding, but stimulating. There is only one entry of paper offered, covering 
Grades A* - G.  Good literacy skills are required. 
 

Additional Information 
The units will provide plenty of opportunity for investigating a wide variety of sources and issues.  We 
encourage our students to develop their own research and ideas and to try these out in classroom 
discussion and debate. As such, this subject provides a strong foundation for careers requiring 
independence of mind. 
  



 

 

ICT BTEC                         Mr M J Long 
 

Details of the Examination Specification   
A final decision has yet to be made as to which ICT course will be offered this year. However we are looking 
to find a suitable ICT course with a strong practical or vocational element. 
More information will be available near the time for making option decisions. 
 
Subject Content  
The course we choose will enable students to develop practical and vocational skills that are relevant to the 
ICT rich world we live in. The principle focus will be on the business uses of ICT including spreadsheets, 
databases, word-processing and web design, as well as everyday uses and keeping safe online. 
 
How is the Course Assessed?   
This will depend on the exam course to be followed but we expect there to be a large percentage of 
coursework. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
While the practical nature of ICT suits many students it should not be considered as an ‘easy option’. A high 
level of ICT proficiency will be required to complete many of the tasks and students must be self-motivated 
and be able to work continuously to extremely tight deadlines. Students who do not have a keen interest in 
ICT, or are not prepared to put in the sustained effort, should not choose this option. 
 
What grades can I get?    
Vocational courses usually offer students who pass a Level 2 Award. A merit or distinction are normally  
awarded when students have completed the set extension tasks. A Level 2 Award equates to a C at GCSE a 
merit a B and a distinction an A and a distinction* an A*. 
 
Additional Information     
TBC 
 
 



 

 

IOM College Courses     
 
Details of the Course    
The Isle of Man College offer a number of 2-year vocational courses at Level 1 and 2.  Please note that 
students opting to college courses in this option would also be expected to complete the ASDAN CoPE 
Award.  Students enrolled on these courses will be transported to and from the College site. 
 
Courses available include: 

 Basic Construction skills 

 Hospitality (Two Levels available) 

 Retail (TBC) 
 

Basic Construction Skills 
 
Exam Board & Assessment Information: 
City & Guilds Level 1 Basic Construction Skills.  A VRQ is a Vocationally Related Qualification, which is a 
widely recognised professional qualification. VRQ’s are offered at lots of  different levels, and are available in 
work related subjects, giving you the skills and understanding needed for a broad area of work. They can be 
studied from Key Stage 4, and are offered in some schools and college. They are practical courses that tend 
to be assessed by both tests and coursework. 
 
Course Content and Skills (what will be covered in the course?): 
The construction sector is vital in contributing to the Island economy and in providing the essential 
infrastructure to support other sectors. In light of the current economic climate it is more essential than 
ever to gain skills and qualifications in this area, to improve future prospects and job progression. 
 
This qualification provides the ideal introduction to the construction industry and covers essential skills in 
the following construction trades: bricklaying, carpentry and joinery, painting and decorating and plumbing. 
Students will acquire an industry-recognised mark of quality, which will support them into employment and 
as they progress throughout their careers. The course is broken down into units and includes:  
 
• Bricklaying 
• Carpentry and Joinery 
• Painting and Decorating 
• Plumbing 
• Introduction to Health and Safety  
• Introduction to the Construction Industry 
 
A course specific handbook can be found on the City & Guilds website:  
http://www.cityandguilds.com/courses-and-qualifications/construction/construction/6219-constructionskills 

Each unit is split into practical and theory elements. Students will learn in the classroom and in the 
workshop, using suitable tools and materials. This qualification is assessed through the completion of set 
practical pieces. Students will have to demonstrate that they can meet basic levels of numeracy and literacy, 
which are integral to this course. 
 
Career Opportunities with this Qualification: 
Successful completion of this course will assist students in progressing onto: 

 Craft Specific Diploma in Plumbing, Carpentry and Joinery, Painting and Decorating or Plumbing 

 Awareness of Construction - Operations 

 Awareness of Construction - Technician 



 

 

IOM College Courses     
 
HOSPITALITY 
 
Introduction 
The GCSE Hospitality course offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for students to develop their 
knowledge and extend their skills within hospitality and catering in a vocational context.  It will offer 
valuable preparation for those entering the world of work. 
 
What is the Course Structure? 
The course requires learners to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
 

 The hospitality industry 

 The types of service provided and the related client groups 

 Job roles, employment opportunities and relevant training 

 Menu planning, preparation and presentation 

 Costing menus and events 

 Customer care 

 Standards of service 

 Communication and teamwork 

 Environmental considerations 
 
What Subjects will I Study? 
The Hospitality (Single Award) consists of two units: 
 
Unit 3 – Hospitality skills related to events and functions (60%) 
 
This is an event based task where students will plan and execute an event and produce a portfolio of 
evidence. 
 
Unit 4 – Hospitality and the customer (40%) 
 
This is a written paper of 1¼ hours.  The paper will contain short-answer, structured and free response 
questions drawn from the hospitality content. 
 
Contact 
For further information you can contact the course tutor via the Programme Area Secretary on 648205. 



 

 

IOM College Courses     
 
ENTRY 3 LEVEL 1 AWARD IN THE HOSPITALITY AND CATERING INDUSTRY 14-16 PARTNERSHIP  
 
Aims of the Programme 
The aim of the programme is to offer all students the assessment opportunities to gain a National 
Vocational Qualification in a Level 1 Award in the Introduction to the Hospitality Industry. This provides 
them with an insight about the Hospitality Industry, by encouraging them to learn, develop and practise 
basic catering and food safety skills and the relevant background knowledge required for employment or 
career progression in the hospitality sector. In addition it will provide valuable skills towards independent 
living and learning.  
 
What is the Level 1 Award? 
This qualification is an introductory programme which allows learners to show skills and knowledge through 
“learning by doing”.  Learners are required to complete a number of assignments to show their attainment 
of practical skills and underpinning knowledge. The Award requires the learner to complete 6 different units 
including basic food preparation, basic cooking, customer service in hospitality, introduction to the 
hospitality industry and using kitchen equipment. Learners are assessed over a number of different 
occasions through observation and carrying out different tasks that could include creating a poster or leaflet 
or serving real customers an afternoon tea. Assessment is based on the candidate’s skills and abilities in 
completing a practical task.   
 
Who is the Awarding Body? 
The awarding body for this qualification is City & Guilds.  The Hospitality & Catering Programme Area has its 
own public restaurant, which is ideal for carrying out a variety of the different assessments required.  
 
What subjects will the course cover? 
As Hospitality & Catering is such a diverse industry, you will cover a wide range of subjects which includes: 

 Health & Safety 

 Hygiene 

 Food Preparation of Fruit, vegetables, cakes, biscuits, breads and main course dishes 

 Food Service and Customer Care 
 

How is my work recorded? 
All students have their own portfolio for recording assessment and underpinning knowledge evidence.  
Initially these will remain in College, but once the qualification is complete and the certification been 
received, the portfolio can be collected by the learner.   
 
Will I gain any other qualification? 
As well as gaining the required units there may also be opportunities for students to achieve additional 
qualifications.  Students can achieve their Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) L1 Food 
Safety, which is a nationally recognised qualification and required in the workplace, or L1 Health and Safety 
in the Workplace. 
 
What about uniform? 
Each student will be provided with suitable hygienic protective clothing but is expected to wear suitable 
enclosed school shoes for safety reasons.  Chef’s knives are provided for use in College.  The professional 
standards of personal hygiene and appearance required in the hospitality industry are encouraged 
throughout the course to endorse a good work ethic. 
 
What career opportunities are there? 
Most students will need to continue at College to achieve their NVQ Level 2 qualifications in order to work 
effectively in the hospitality industry. The skills and abilities you will learn in Hospitality & Catering can be 
applied to many other jobs as they are generic skills such as: working with others, dealing with customers, 
personal presentation skills, effective communication, problem solving and working as part of a team. 



 

 

IOM College Courses     
 
RETAIL 
Entry requirements: 
There are no formal requirements, although basic proficiency in ICT, Mathematics and English is always 
helpful as a basis for developing skills and knowledge. Self-motivation and enthusiasm will enable 
candidates to progress further. 
 
This qualification covers a broad overview of the retail industry, including units such as: 

 Retail outlets and occupations 

 Customer service  

 The selling process 

 Stock control 

 Health and safety  

 Teamwork 
 
Learners will have the opportunity to plan and run an enterprise activity, or to study retail consumer law 
and customer payments. 
 

Hospitality 
Entry requirements: 
There are no formal requirements, although basic proficiency in ICT, Mathematics and English is always 
helpful as a basis for developing skills and knowledge. Self-motivation and enthusiasm will enable 
candidates to progress further. 
 
Assessment Details: 
The course is delivered at the Isle of Man College in a time slot arranged with school.  Assessment for this 
qualification is in two parts – one an externally set paper and the other an event based task that is internally 
set and externally moderated. These assessments take place towards the end of the two years.  The 
qualification is a GCSE in Hospitality, which can be achieved over two years part-time.  It is a vocationally 
applied qualification and includes both practical and theory work. 
 
Course Content and Skills ( what will be covered in the course?): 
This course in Hospitality will enable candidates to develop a broad range of skills and knowledge in a 
vocational context as a basis for progression into employment or further learning. 
 
Subjects to be Studied: 
There are 2 units to be studied over 2 years. 
Unit 1 – Hospitality & The Customer 
In this unit knowledge and understanding of the basic structure and functions of the Hospitality Industry 
and the needs of major client groups are explored. There is also a focus on basic food preparation skills. 
Unit 2 – Hospitality Skills Related to Events & Functions 
An Event Based task set in a realistic hospitality context. 
 
Further Information 
For further information on the above courses please contact Mr J Coole. 



 

 

Manx                        Mr R Teare 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
General Certificate in Manx – Teisht Chadjin Ghaelgagh 
This qualification is equivalent to a GCSE award. It is written and marked in consultation with CCEA, the 
awards body of Northern Ireland. 
   
Subject Content     
There are four topic areas: 

My Ellan – My Island 
Traa Seyr – Leisure Time 
Scoill, Obbyr as Laghyn Seyrey – School, Work and Holidays 
Eggey Vannin Jiu – Manx Society Today  

   
Resources  
The Course Organiser will provide all books, sound files and learning materials. 
    
How is the Course Assessed?  
Students will complete a minimum of three pieces of coursework in written Manx, one of which is to be  
presented orally, and another to be written under exam conditions. There is an additional oral exam, a 
listening paper and a reading paper. 
   
Deadlines:  
All tests and coursework should be completed by the end of term six 
There are four elements of controlled assessment to be completed during the course. Candidates are 
allowed two weeks to complete each task. 
  
What is Expected of the Student?  
Students will have studied Manx at Key Stage 3 and have a strong commitment to furthering their 
knowledge of the language.  Extra-curricular lessons may be available. 
   
 Additional Information  
For additional information please contact Robert Teare  
Tel: 225326 
e-mail: R.Teare@ug.sch.im 
  
  
 
 



 

 

Music            Cambridge iGCSE        Miss J Withey  
 

 
Subject Content 
iGCSE Music has three main components; performing, composing and appraising music. 
 
How is the Course Assessed? 
 
Component 1 
Listening and Appraising (40%)     1hr 15 mins 
Written exam based on listening and appraising extracts seen and unseen by the student from a CD 
recording. 
 
Component 2 
Performing Exam (30%)     Coursework 
 
Students will prepare for a performance of 2 parts; 

1) Solo Performer 
2) Ensemble Performer 

 
The total time for performance will ne between 4-10 minutes. 
 
Component 3 
Composing (30%)      Coursework 
 
Students will write two compositions. One will be in the Western Classical Tradition and the other in any 
style or genre showing good imagination and solid music technique. This will be completed using the music 
software Sibelius. 
 
What is Expected of the student? 
Students are expected to be creative, yet academic in their approach to work, and they must maintain their 
performance skills in and outside of school.  They need to take practical instrumental lessons and have a 
willingness to take music theory lessons as an extra-curricular option as Grade 5 theory is recommended. 
 
Additional Information 
Taking Music GCSE will give you active skills in communication, teamwork, self-management, performing 
under pressure, planning, technical skills and critical reflection. 
 
Musical Skills developed within the Course 

 Following musical scores and diagrams 

 Aural perception of other musical cultures from around the world 
These might include: Indonesian, African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese and Latin American. 

 Musicianship and technical control of your instrument or voice 

 Creativity within composition work 

 Music Theory concepts up to Grade 5 standard  

 Understanding different musical eras eg. Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 20th Century Music 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Physical Education                   Mr B Eyres 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
Cambridge iGCSE 0413 – Physical Education 
  
Subject Content  
The course is a well balanced approach to Physical Education and is delivered in three units: factors 
affecting performance; health, safety and training; reasons and opportunities for participation in physical 
activity. Students learn to analyse and observe other people playing sport and assess how to make 
improvements in their practical abilities.  
  
Resources  
The majority of students will undertake their practical assessment and skill training in QEII.  However, those 
students who are involved in individual activities such as Competitive Swimming, Gymnastics, Horse Riding 
etc. may arrange for assessment to be undertaken outside of school.  All activities will require video 
evidence of performance.   
  
How is the Course Assessed?  
The Theory component accounts for 40% of the total mark for this iGCSE and a great commitment to the 
theory work is required. The remaining 60% of the course is based upon the practical ability of the student 
in four chosen activities showing a wide range of physical ability and knowledge of rules, etiquette, etc. 
Students will be assessed on their planning, performing and evaluating skills, as well as their ability to 
analyse and improve performance.  Assessment of the course is in the form of a 1 hour 45 minute written 
paper at the end of Year 11 and continuous assessment of the student’s practical ability over the two years 
in both their normal Games programme and in the iGCSE P.E. lessons.   
  
Deadlines:  
All coursework will be covered within normal lessons and agreed deadlines will be recorded in Student 
Planners. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?  
A commitment to partake in four assessed areas and a desire to succeed in at least four assessed areas is 
essential. A commitment to learning both the theoretical and practical aspects of the course is necessary for 
success. 
A responsible attitude to punctuality, self-organisation and self-discipline and a willingness to participate in 
many and various sporting experiences is expected of all students. All students must be involved in 
competitive sport in QEII High School and play sports or be involved in sports in their own time. 
  
Additional Information  
The iGCSE course is designed for all pupils who have a genuine interest in Sport and who are perhaps 
considering taking the subject beyond GCSE level for further study or employment. The subject will be 
taught in co-educational groups for theory and two groups combined for practical. It would be helpful if 
prospective candidates have a background of School team participation in order to cope with the practical 
element of the course. 
 

 



 

 

Religious Studies            Mr R Simpson 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
WJEC 4055: Specification B 
This new specification will be updated with detailed resources over the coming months. 
 
Subject Content     
Unit 1:   Religious Responses to Philosophical Themes 
  Part A 
   • Christianity and ONE other World Faith and their core beliefs and values 
  Part B 
   • Christianity and ONE other World Faith and their responses to: 
   -Life and Death 
   -Good and Evil 
  Non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists 
  
Unit 2:  Religious Responses to Ethical Themes 
  Part A 
   • Christianity and ONE other World Faith and their core beliefs and values 
  Part B 
   • Christianity and ONE other World Faith and Non-Religious beliefs - held by    
       Humanists and Atheists. 
  Responses to: 
   -Relationships 
   -Human Rights 

 
Resources     
Text book: GCSE textbooks based on the highly popular and respected Welsh Board specification.  

  
How is the Course Assessed? 
The scheme of assessment consists of two exam papers, one per unit. Each paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
In each paper there are four structured questions consisting of visual stimuli used as a basis for a series of 
paragraph and extended writing answers. 
 
Deadlines:  
There is no coursework element.  
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
This is a stimulating and interesting course requiring an impartial and thoughtful approach. Religious 
traditions studied reflect the cultural background and interest of the candidate. Some of the topics are most 
challenging and require independent research and work. 
  
Additional Information  
This course offers a qualification that combines an exploration of religious belief and ethics by way of 
explanation, reflection, discussion and critical evaluation. It links well with citizenship and personal and 
social education, social science and the humanities. 
  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  



 

 

Resistant Materials       Mr G Ayre 
Design & Technology 

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
AQA 4560 Design & Technology – Resistant Materials 
 
Subject Content     
The emphasis in this subject is towards the understanding of materials and 
processes, leading to the realisation of individual designs. Students should apply their 
knowledge to the selection of materials. They will essentially be working with wood, 
metal and plastic, but should not discount other materials when required. They must 
research their ideas and express their designs in a variety of ways. This process 
should then lead to the construction of artefacts.  Their projects should consider the 
use of industrial practices together with CAD/CAM production. 
  
Resources      
The students will need to equip themselves with writing and drawing instruments. 
Materials for the major project will normally come from departmental stock. 
Specialist materials must be supplied by the student, or paid for by the student when 
ordered by the School. 
  
How is the Course Assessed? 
Internal assessment of a minor project will be at the end of Year 10. 
60% through coursework controlled task – production of a made product and design 
folder. 
40% through a written exam. 
  
Deadlines: 
The major coursework assignment must be completed by March of Year 11. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
Students must produce a folder which will show the design and planning of their project before the 
construction of their product. 
   
Additional Information: 
Students must always obey the Health and Safety Code of Conduct for Workshops. Failure to do this will 
prevent them from completion of their product. 



 

 

Textiles                              Mr G Ayre 
Design & Technology  

 
Details of the Examination Specification  
AQA 4570 Design & Technology - Textiles 
 
Subject Content     
This course consists of both Fashion and Interior Design. During the first year 
students undertake short projects covering the following skill areas: fashion design 
and interior design as well as creative techniques. 
 
During the second year students will apply their skills and knowledge to produce an 
A3 research design folder. This will detail the design, planning, manufacture and 
evaluation of a fashion garment/accessory or soft furnishing of their choice. The 
folder and finished article will form the basis of the coursework requirement. 
 
Resources      
Each student is provided with a Textiles textbook. They will need an A3 hard backed 
sketch book, fine line pens and coloured pencils. An apron and gloves will be 
beneficial. 
  
How is the Course Assessed? 
60% through coursework controlled task– through the production of a textiles product and design folder. 
40% through a written exam. 
 
Deadlines: 
The design folder will be inspected before February of the final year. 
All coursework must be completed by March of the final year. 
 
What is Expected of the Student?   
Students are expected to complete a minimum of 2 hours homework per week. An interest in interior 
design and/or fashion is advantageous. 
 



 

 

Support for Learning Pathway                             Mrs A Meyler 

 
 

The Support for Learning Team recognises that some students will find it difficult to complete a 

full programme of GCSE courses at Key Stage 4.  They are therefore offering an alternative 

pathway in Columns A and D for a select group of students.  Further information about each of 

the S4L options is available on request from the Support for Learning team.  The options may 

include Jamie Oliver Home cooking skills and a programme of study skills tailored to a student’s 

individual needs. 

 

 



 

 

Our School’s Values – The Basis of our Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L  To inspire people with a love of learning 

 

 

E To encourage everyone to enjoy the time that he or 

she spends at the school 

 

 

A   To achieve the best possible results for every     

student at external examinations 

 

 

R To recognise and develop the contribution of each 

person and to encourage an ethos of mutual respect 

 

 

N To nurture and develop the talents of every person as 

fully as possible 

 

 


