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“I think the school is great, the teachers are committed and passionate”

An introduction from the Head Teacher

As an 11-19 School, we are proud of our Sixth Form and we value the contribution our Sixth Formers make to the
community. We offer a wide range of Advanced level courses and the commitment of teachers, combined with excellent
facilities, enables us to maintain very high standards and achieve excellent results. This booklet has been designed to give
you the information you need to decide whether the Sixth Form at the Queen Elizabeth II High School is the place for you
and if so, what course would be appropriate.
The curriculum is designed to encourage as many students as possible, who have achieved level 2 qualifications, to
continue their education at level 3. Please note that ‘A’ levels are changing and the new specifications are more
demanding, in many cases removing the AS level so that the final grade is based entirely on the final examinations at the
end of two years. This means we have changed the entry criteria for some subjects.
We are entering the third year of our consortium links with Ramsey Grammar School (RGS) and Castle Rushen High
School (CRHS) and are building on the success of this collaboration. This protects minority subjects such as Music and
French and widens choice. There may be some travel involved but it does not impact on the other ‘A’ level choices.
Subjects which will be jointly offered are indicated in the subject specific information. There may also be the opportunity
to study a subject at one of the other schools to resolve a clash if two subjects you want to study are in the same option
column here. We are also extending links with the Isle of Man College so that students may study a level 3 course there
in conjunction with two or more ‘A’ levels here.
We realise that, as students reach the end of their compulsory education, important decisions about the future need to
be made. Our links with other schools and the Isle of Man College can enable students to take the subject combination
most suited to their needs. The actual option blocks for Year 12 will be determined to create a ‘best fit’ for student
preferences within staff and resource constraints. If the School does not offer the required choice, then we will always
assist students in finding an appropriate course for their needs elsewhere. Equally, we welcome students from other
schools.
The Sixth Form has far more to offer than just academic qualifications. It provides an opportunity for students to take
more responsibility for their own learning and lives than is possible or desirable lower down the School. They will have
the opportunity to contribute to the community that, for many, has been their second home for the past five years. All
sixth formers act as prefects and are expected to lead by example, setting the highest standards.
Many of the new specifications are still being finalised so further information will be available at the 14-19 Evening on
Tuesday 15th March 2016 and we invite you to attend the evening to speak to teachers and find out more. If you have
any further queries about these courses or life in the Sixth Form, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Craine, the
Director of Key Stage 5, at the School.

S Moore
Head Teacher

“…the quality of teachers and the set- up we have here is strong”

Sixth Form Admissions

Admission to the Sixth Form at Queen Elizabeth II High School:
Entry to the Sixth Form at Queen Elizabeth II High School is based on a series of criteria (or thresholds) that students
may achieve in Year 11. These thresholds are laid out in the following Admissions Policy. Students in Year 11 at
Queen Elizabeth II High School will need to apply formally for a place in the Sixth Form once they have received their
GCSE results. All students seeking entry to the sixth form will be interviewed by a member of the senior leadership
team in order to assess their suitability for study at this level. Senior staff will discuss subject choices and offer
guidance during the enrolment process.
Advanced Level courses are very academically demanding:
The criteria laid out in this Admissions Policy are in place to ensure that students do not start courses in which they
are unlikely to be successful. Staff will always work with students to ensure that they have the best chance of
reaching their potential; and their professional experience must guide the decisions made regarding the curriculum
package for each individual. Individual subjects may have their own entry criteria, which students are required to
make themselves aware of when considering the subjects that they wish to take.
The school welcomes students from outside Queen Elizabeth II High School into Year 12. Entry requirements for
courses are the same as those for internal applicants.
All students entering Queen Elizabeth II Sixth Form will be expected to read and sign the Sixth Form Agreement,
which outlines the commitment required to be successful in Post 16 study. In addition, Sixth Form students must
recognise that they are part of a large community and have a responsibility to abide by our dress code and conduct
themselves in a manner that supports the School ethos.
Entry Requirements for Advanced Courses operate at two levels
1. Thresholds based upon the number and type of Level 2 courses achieved:
2. Subject specific criteria
Thresholds based upon the number and type of Level 2 course results:
Students with 5 B grades or better at GCSE will be able to choose four subjects, providing they meet subject specific
criteria. Students will have achieved at least grade C at GCSE in any subject they intend to study at A Level.
Students with 6 C grades or better at GCSE will normally be able to choose three subjects, providing they meet
subject specific criteria. Students will have achieved at least grade C at GCSE in any subject they intend to study at A
Level.
Students may be able to study an A Level subject which they did not take at GCSE, if they meet all other entry
criteria and gain the approval of the Head of that subject.
Subject specific criteria:
Students studying English Language will have achieved at least a grade B in English Language at iGCSE.
Students studying English Literature must have iGCSE English Language B Grade and GCSE English Literature C grade
and above.
Students studying French or German will have achieved at least a grade C in the Higher Listening and Reading papers
at GCSE.
Students studying Mathematics will have achieved at least grade B on the higher paper for Mathematics at GCSE.
Students studying Biology will have achieved at least grade BB in Science and Additional Science at GCSE or at least a
grade B on the higher paper for Separate Science Biology at GCSE.
Students studying Physics will have achieved at least grade BB in Science and Additional Science at GCSE or at least a
grade B on the higher paper for Physics at GCSE. In addition, students will have achieved at least grade B on the
higher paper for GCSE Mathematics.
Students studying Chemistry will have achieved at least grade BB in Science and Additional Science at GCSE or at
least a grade B on the higher paper for Chemistry GCSE.
GCSE Re-Takes:
Students studying Advanced Level courses who achieved GCSE grade D in Mathematics or English Language will be
expected to re-take these subjects during Year 12. Students without a grade C in at least one of these subjects will
not be able to study for Advanced Level courses.
Special Consideration:
A student may be able to claim special consideration if a medical condition exists (supported by a doctor’s note) that
has significantly influenced GCSE results in comparison to the predicted outcomes. Such cases will be considered on
their individual merits.
Students who do not meet the criteria laid out in this policy must present their case for consideration directly to the
Head Teacher.

Academic Leaning
In the Sixth Form at Queen Elizabeth II High School academic learning is our priority. Our
students have a strong record of positive results. Below are some key facts that allow this to
happen:


Over 20 subjects offered at A Level



Excellent teaching staff



Regular tracking and monitoring of progress



Dedicated and supportive Tutor Team



Supervised Reading and Research lessons for Year 12 students



Independent study time for Year 13 students



Support and guidance on careers and UCAS applications



Dedicated sixth form centre with a lecture theatre, private study rooms, ICT
facilities and common room

All students wishing to enrol for Sixth Form are expected to attend an interview with a
member of the Senior Leadership Team. Interviews will take place on the morning of Friday
26th August 2016; please ensure you book an appointment and collect your enrolment pack
when you collect your results on Thursday 11th August 2016 (Cambridge Results Day) or
Thursday 25th August 2016.

“I never would have thought about going anywhere else, I am glad I did my course here as it is a great
community!”

Enrichment Opportunities

The time you spend at Queen Elizabeth II High School will be exciting and full of opportunities that
will allow you to involve yourself fully with the school community. This will help you to develop
your personal profile for future career and undergraduate applications. You will be encouraged to
engage with a wide range of extra curricular activities including:



A wide range of Sports Clubs and Teams



Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme



Charity Challenge



Junior Achievement



Befriending Scheme



Music events



Drama Productions



Off-Island visits (including University trip and field trips)



Prefect status



Talks from visiting speakers and lecturers



A wide range of extra-curricular clubs and activities



Many different committees, including the kitchen, prom and yearbook committee

”Commitment to the environment, great opportunities to be involved with helping the School to become
greener”

Charity Challenge
One World Charity Challenge gives Year 12 students the opportunity to speak out for people
growing up in the developing world. Through researching the work of a charity working overseas
you will gain a greater understanding of the developing world and raise money for your charity at
the same time.
Working in teams of four to six, you are challenged to create a multi-media presentation about a
charity you have chosen, that is working overseas. Your chosen charity must be either Manx
registered or supported by the Manx Overseas Aid Committee.
This is a creative initiative which is great fun and provides real benefit to people in the developing
world. It is also a great opportunity to work as part of team and develop your presentation skills
before going to university. Taking part in One World Charity Challenge gives you a unique talking
point at interview and demonstrates your interest in extra-curricular activities which also help
others.
One World Charity Challenge is sponsored by the H&S Davidson Trust and coordinated by the One
World Centre, Isle of Man. £500 is donated by the H&S Davidson Trust for every team that
completes the Challenge. These funds are then distributed between the charities based on the
merits of your presentations.
In the 6 years One World Charity Challenge has been running, the H&S Davidson Trust has given
over £40,000 to charity. Since 2009 the Overseas Aid Committee pledged to match the H&S Davidson Trust’s sponsorship £ for £ meaning over £80,000 has been donated directly to charities
working in the developing world as a result of this project.

“I appreciate being trusted and treated like an adult. The teachers offer one-on-one help and advice in their
spare time.”

Junior Achievement
Today, young people need to be more adaptable than ever before. They need to be prepared to
change career direction in response to opportunity and to learn new skills throughout their
working lives. In other words they need to be enterprising. Junior Achievement's Company
Programme gives hundreds of students each year the opportunity to prepare for their working life
through the experience of running their own company, supported by volunteer advisers from
business.
Students aged 15 to 19, normally in Year 12, set up and run their company over the course of one
academic year. They elect a board of directors from amongst their peers, raise share capital,
develop, market and finance a product or service of their choice. At the end of the year they
present a report and accounts to their shareholders. Students gain experience of the real world,
taking responsibility and being accountable to their shareholders for the running of the business.
Companies from all over the Island compete in the National Finals to select the company that will
represent the Isle of Man at the European Company of the Year Competition.
As a result of running a Junior Achievement Company, students gain:


an understanding of how a business works and how wealth and employment are created



the ability to work in a team



improved communication skills



more enthusiasm and self confidence



a willingness to take responsibility and initiative



time management skills



opportunity to meet and question young entrepreneurs

“Sixth Form is my stepping stone to a University career. I know that my teachers will get me the grades I
require.”

Befriending Scheme
Befriending is an opportunity for students to get involved in the Isle of Man Live at Home Scheme
which offers a range of services all designed to foster independence and relieve loneliness and
social isolation. Our core service is our one to one befriending; a volunteer visits an older person in
their local community for a cup of tea and a chat, a listening ear, time and friendship. This is a
particularly valuable support to many of our members who feel for one reason or another they are
unable to get out and about as they used to.
Students partake in a robust training process which includes confidentiality, data protection, health
and safety, boundaries, body language, first aid and vulnerable adult training. This is delivered by
the Western Live at Home Scheme Manager. Once the training is complete the students visit an
elderly member of the community.
This has been a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by both generations, the students are
improving their communications skills, and our older members are enjoying sharing their
wonderful life experiences and getting to know the younger generation.
This would be most relevant to students considering a career in a caring profession, e.g. nursing
and medicine.

‘’The support given and community spirit is excellent.’’

Destinations
For the majority of our students, a two-year A Level course is just the beginning. It will prepare you
for undergraduate or professional course qualifications, expand your career opportunities and help
you to realise your full potential. Students who have studied at Queen Elizabeth II High School
have gone on to pursue a wide range of pathways including:


University Undergraduate courses in the UK, America, Australia and Czech Republic



Undergraduate study at the Isle of Man Business School



Undergraduate study at the Isle of Man College



Art and Design Foundation Course study at the Isle of Man College



Apprenticeships



Training contracts within the Financial Sector



Employment



Gap Year Travel and voluntary work

“A good friendly atmosphere”

Subject Profiles

Agriculture
Applied ICT
Art & Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Design & Technology
Economics
English Language
English Literature
Food Science & Nutrition
French
Geography
Health & Social Care
History
Manx
Manufacturing Engineering
Mathematics
Music
Performing Arts
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology

“The thing I enjoy most is that now I am in Sixth Form, classes are more relaxed and involve more
discussion”

Agriculture

Edexcel Level 3 BTEC Nationals

Mrs M Cottier

Taught at RGS
What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
The BTEC National award for Agriculture is equivalent to one GCE A-Level. It has been developed to provide entry and
progression into and within the animal and plant production and land management industries that fall within the
environmental and land-based sector. Students studying Agriculture will focus on the theory, as well as gaining practical
experience with crops production, livestock and habitat management. You do not necessarily need to have any agricultural
experience however you should have a GCSE in science, be enthusiastic, committed to completing both the theory and
practical tasks, and be able to work with other students as well various people within the industry.
What will I learn on this BTEC course?
Students studying Agriculture will focus on the theory as well as gaining practical experience with Crops, Livestock and habitat
management. You will develop various practical skills ranging from preparing soil and cultivating crops, to helping with lambing
and farrowing, building and maintaining fencing, building wildlife boxes and maintaining habitats.
You will also develop your organisational skills as these are essential to ensuring you submit high quality assignments that have
not been rushed.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This course is definitely suited to anybody who has or is seeking agricultural experience, while still combining it with other
studies. BTEC Agriculture is also particularly suited to students who enjoy a challenge and aren’t afraid to try something new.
Students who wish to go on to a horticultural or animal care career would also benefit this course.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The BTEC is a coursework only subject; there are no exams involved. This does, however, mean that you will need to spend a
vast amount of time completing work to a high standard. You will be continually assessed throughout the course. Assignments
set are written and practical in nature.
Subsidiary Diploma (One A-Level equivalent)
This course requires a student to complete 8 units over a 2-year period. This is made up from a variety of 5 and 10 credit Units
which will total 30 credits in each year.
The course is designed to be adaptable to your interests, abilities and aspirations: it consists of two compulsory core units, plus
three units from a range of specialist units in Year 12, then one compulsory unit and two other units in Year 13 (These provide
a total of 360-guided learning hours). Using pass, merit and distinction criteria, each of which carries a points weighting,
assesses the course. At the end of the two-year course the points are added up. For those going to university, the points are
then converted into UCAS points. You can also convert the points into A-Level equivalent grades.
Skills developed:
• Independence
• Desire to try new things
• Not be afraid of some muck/”farm” smells
• Administrative/organisational skills
• Teamwork
Likely next step opportunities:
• Higher Education for degree courses in Agriculture, Horticulture, Livestock Husbandry or using the points for other subjects
• Specialist vocational courses
Assessment summary:
Internal assessment throughout duration of the course.
Portfolio work for each Unit.

Applied ICT

OCR (H515)

Mr M J Long

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Having a background of ICT skills and knowledge is essential to this course.
The A-Level work is similar to the Level 2 BTEC ICT but with larger quantities of practical work that needs to be produced for
assessment. Students need to be aware that opting for this subject requires a significant amount of commitment from the
learner.
What will I learn on this post-16 course?
All specifications in Applied ICT aim to encourage candidates to develop broad skills, knowledge and understanding of the ICT
sector. They are to prepare candidates for further study or training.
The aims of these specifications are to encourage candidates to:

Develop a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge of the uses of ICT in vocational contexts, as a basis for progression
into further learning in ICT-related fields, including progression from AS to A2

Develop knowledge and understanding of the components, functions and applications of information systems within a
range of organisations

Develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using ICT and develop the skills necessary to apply
this understanding
In addition, the aims of the Advanced GCE specification in Applied ICT are to encourage candidates to:

Apply their knowledge and understanding of ICT and use skills (e.g. planning, research, evaluation, problem solving) in
vocational contexts

Develop an understanding of the impact of information systems on organisations’ personnel, policies and practices

Develop project management skills and an understanding of the need to work with others
Students who take ICT often also take Business Studies, Design & Technology or Arts courses.
How is it assessed?
In the first year you’ll sit one exam paper and produce two pieces of coursework each reflecting a range of ICT skills.
In the second there is no exam but instead 3 pieces of coursework that will place demands on your time.
All exams and coursework assignments carry equal weighting.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
The course is suitable for students who are already competent in the use of various applications and wish to apply them
practically, as well as develop their project management skills in a vocational context.
Where can I find out more?
You can download the course specification from:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/69038-specification.pdf

Art & Design (Fine Art)

AQA (7202)

Mrs V Blackburn

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Candidates will have a good level of ability within the subject and a strong GCSE in Art & Design. A key part of the course is
the ability to record observations in a variety of media. To assist with the development of observational drawing skills, the
Isle of Man College runs a series of Life-drawing classes specifically aimed at A-Level Art students. The impact these sessions
have on the standard of students’ drawing ability and final A-Level grade is significant Therefore, these sessions will be
compulsory for any student who wishes to take A-Level Art & Design at Queen Elizabeth II High School.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
Students will follow the unendorsed course, which will build on knowledge, skills and understanding developed at GCSE.

In year one candidates will be introduced to a variety of experiences employing a range of media, processes and
techniques appropriate to the chosen area of study

In year two candidates are required to build upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained in year one with
greater depth of study
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
A-Level Art & Design is a demanding yet exciting and rewarding course. Successful candidates need to be highly motivated
and capable of working independently, to tight deadlines.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
A Level

A Level

Unit 1: Drawing and Exploration Portfolio

Portfolio of materials which exemplify work
explored and experiments undertaken

Best practice examples to be submitted for marking
as part of the Coursework module in year 2

Marked as a whole

Internally marked

Unit 3: Personal Investigation - Coursework

50% of overall mark

Personal investigation based on ideas, issue, concept
or theme

Supported by 1000-3000 words

Marked as a whole

Internally marked and moderated by AQA

Unit 2: Development and skills based portfolio

Best practice examples to be submitted for marking
as part of the Coursework module in year 2

Marked as a whole

Internally marked

Unit 4: Externally-Set Assignment

50% of overall mark

Assignment issued to candidates on 1st February

Supervised time fifteen hours

Marked as a whole

Internally marked and moderated by AQA

Why choose Art & Design?
The course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of Art & Design or related subjects in Higher Education. In
addition it is suitable for the diverse range of candidates who wish to develop their interest in and enjoyment of Art &
Design, fostering its value for lifelong learning.

Art & Design (Fine Art)

AQA (7202)

Mrs V Blackburn

Continued

What can I do after I have completed the course?
The world we now live in is dominated by visual images: TV, newspapers, magazines, internet and video games are all
around us. New technologies are constantly evolving and the demand in all areas of industry for individuals with a high level
of creativity is vast and growing rapidly. Many students who finish the A-Level in Art & Design choose to take the subject
further. Many attend the Isle of Man College to complete the Art & Design Foundation Course before going on to University
to study a wide range of Art related courses. Others go straight to University to study subjects such as Architecture, Media or
Product Design. Those students who decide not to take the subject any further are still able to apply the skills and knowledge
they have developed throughout the course to a wide range of careers.
Art fosters many skills beyond the purely visual. Students who study it are more likely to be dynamic in their approach to
problem solving and finding solutions to a whole range of issues. They are used to organising their time, working
independently and taking the initiative. They learn to spot and exploit the potential in many situations. All of which are
highly prized attributes by Universities and employers.
Other Information
Resources for a course of this nature are extensive and whilst the Art Department expects to meet the majority of students’
material needs, there is a £15 charge at the beginning of Year 12 and again at Year 13 to contribute to the wide range of
materials that students will use. There may still be occasions when students need to supply materials the department does
not stock.
Next Steps!
If you have any questions regarding the course, please feel free to speak to any of the Art Department staff. They will be able
to offer help and guidance on any issues or concerns you may have.
Further information regarding the course can be found in the Art Department A-Level handbook. Please ask for a copy.

Biology A

OCR (H420)

Mr M Buchanan / Mr S Slack

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Most students will have studied Co-ordinated Science iGCSE before taking this course but having studied a separate iGCSE in
Biology will be an additional benefit when studying Biology to Advanced Level. It is recommended that you have achieved at
least a grade B in iGCSE Biology or Co-ordinated Science. The course is intensive and requires extensive outside study to gain
the top grades regardless of ability level, as do all A-Levels.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
The course builds on concepts and skills that have been developed in the GCSE science specifications. See below for the title
of the modules.
Students will also develop their investigative and practical skills and be able to apply their understanding of how science
works.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
Students wishing to follow degrees and careers in Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Genetics, Environmental Biology,
Cell Biology, Biochemistry, Zoology, Nursing, Biomedical Sciences, Forensic Science, Oceanography, Marine Biology,
Physiotherapy, Botany, Conservation, Agricultural Studies, teaching and also other managerial based professions. Strong
language skills are more important than mathematical ability though both will be needed to succeed in the course.
What subjects go well with Biology?
Physics, Chemistry, Maths, Geography, Psychology, PE.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The three exams for A-Level Biology are taken at the end of Year 13 and are as follows:

Module 1: Practical skills
Module 2: Foundations in Biology (cells and biological molecules)
Module 3: Exchange and transport
Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease
Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy
Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems
A ‘Practical Endorsement’ (pass or fail) is reported separately from the final grade.
Students leaving the course after completing units 1-4 in Year 12 may take two exam papers and gain an AS Level in Biology.

Business Studies

CIE (9609) AS & A-Level

Mr P Hampson

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You do not need to have studied Business Studies at GCSE level in order to take an Advanced course in the subject. It is more
important that you have a strong interest in the subject matter and want to learn how a business is organised, operates,
plans and makes its decisions.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
Learners are encouraged to be:

Confident in working with information and ideas

Responsible for themselves, responsive and respectful of others

Reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn

Analyse and solve business problems

Innovative and equipped for new and future challenges

Engaged intellectually and socially ready to make a difference
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This course will appeal to those students who:

Have an interest in how business works

Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences

Would like to do a subject that offers opportunities for a career in business
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?

AS
Paper 1:
1 hour 15 minutes written examination of short answers and essay
20% of A-Level qualification
Paper 2:
1 hour 30 minutes written examination of data response questions
30% of A-Level qualification

A-Level
Paper 3:
3 hours written examination of answers and essay based on a case study
50% of A-Level qualification

Chemistry B

OCR H433 (Salters)

Mr J Kinley / Miss S Abbott

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
It is recommended that you have achieved at least a grade B in iGCSE Chemistry or Co-ordinated Science.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
 Better explanations of the bonding and reactivity of different elements
 How to produce a wide variety of different types of chemicals including pharmaceutical drugs such as aspirin
 How and why chemical reactions take place
 How to identify an unknown chemical by using different analytical techniques
 The impact of Chemical reactions on the environment
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This course will appeal to students who:

Wish to pursue a career in Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and many related fields

Are interested in what materials are and how they are made, including innovative new materials being developed to
improve technology and treat medical conditions

Enjoy a practical subject

Want to keep their options open; Chemistry can be combined with a wide range of subjects and is highly valued for
the skills you will acquire
What subjects go well with Chemistry?
With Physics, Biology, Maths or Geography
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?

Salter’s Chemistry A-Level is a context led course which takes students on a journey through ten ‘storylines’ while
introducing chemical concepts in a spiral approach.
The storyline modules are: Elements of Life, Developing Fuels, Elements from the Sea, The Ozone Story, What’s in a
Medicine?, The Chemical Industry, Polymers and Life, The Oceans, Developing Metals and Colours by Design.
A ‘Practical Endorsement’ (pass or fail) is reported separately from the final grade.
Students leaving the course after completing units 1-5 in Year 12 may take two exam papers and gain an AS Level in
Chemistry.

Computer Science

AQA (7517)

Mr M J Long

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You do not need to have done BTEC ICT to do A-Level Computer Science however you should have at least a grade C in
GCSE Mathematics (preferably higher).
This course will include learning to program using the language C# which will require much practice beyond the set
homework tasks, so students should have a keen interest and be prepared to commit themselves to their studies.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
The A-Level in Computer Science should encourage students:

To develop the capacity for thinking analytically, logically and critically

To build an understanding of computer systems including software, hardware, data and communications

To develop the ability to apply skills, knowledge and understanding of computing, including programming,
in a range of contexts to solve problems

To show project and time management skills

To understand the consequences of the use of computers including social, legal, ethical and other issues

To be aware of emerging technologies and appreciate their impact on society
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
A-Level Computer Science is suitable for students who want to work in the IT/Computing industry, to go on to University
to take a computer related course or just know more about how the computer works and how to program it.
Scientists, architects and animators are all careers that benefit from having a grounding in computer science.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
Scheme of Assessment
Paper
1

2

3

Unit

A-Level %

Assessment

The fundamentals programming, data structures
and algorithms along with the theory of
computation.

40%

2 1/2 Hour

The fundamentals of data representations;
computer systems; the computer’s organisation
and its architecture; communication and
networking; databases and Big Data; functional
programming and the consequences of computing

40%

Using a systematic approach to problem solving
students will have to complete a practical project.

20%

On-Screen Examination
2 1/2 Hour
Written Examination

Coursework
75 Marks

Where can I find out more?
Full details of the specification can be found on AQA’s web site: www.aqa.org.uk

Design & Technology

Edexcel (8RM01&9RM01)

Mr G Ayre

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You need to have studied a Design and Technology subject to GCSE level. Have an interest in design and modern day product
developments. To have an ability to work with materials.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
 Knowledge and understanding of the world of designing and making
 Technological capability by the making of quality products
 An awareness of industrial processes and manufacturing techniques that underpin the manufacture of products
 An awareness of the responsibilities of designers and technologists to mankind through an increasing knowledge of
the potentials and hazards inherent in technological advance, change and decision making
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
 One who wishes to pursue a career in design
 One who wishes to further their GCSE course
 One who enjoys the subject
 One who wants to widen their options
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
AS
%AS
%A
Unit 1: Portfolio of Creative Skills
50hrs approx.
60%
30%
Product investigation set by teacher or student. (30 marks)
 Performance analysis (6)
 Materials Components (9)
 Manufacture (9)
 Quality (6)
Product design—teacher or student set. (30 marks)
 Design development (18)
 Communication (12)
Product manufacture—teacher set. (30 marks)
 Product plan (6)
 Making (18)
 Testing (6)
Unit 2: Design and Technology in Practice
1 1/2 hrs
40%
20%
Short-answer and extended-writing type questions on Materials and Components, Quality and H&S
A2
Unit 3: Designing for the Future
2hrs
20%
Short-answer and extended-writing type questions on Industrial and Commercial Practice, Systems and Control, Design in
Context and Sustainability.
Unit 4: Commercial Design
50hrs approx.
30%
Students are given the opportunity to design a make a product of their choice. (90 marks)
 Research and analysis (4)
 Product specification (6)
 Design development (30)
 Design (10)
 Review (4)
 Develop (10)
 Communicate (6)
 Planning (6)
 Making (34)
 Use of tools and equipment (9)
 Quality (16)
 Complexity (9)
 Testing and evaluation (10)

Design & Technology

Edexcel (8RM01&9RM01)

Mr G Ayre

Continued

Coursework/Specific arrangements/Other requirements
This is best viewed as a two year course, the first year (AS) is based on developing students’ skills and knowledge obtained at
GCSE. Students are expected to have a good understanding of basic materials, construction techniques, communication skills
and design awareness.
What can I do after I have completed the course?
University based courses which are practical or design based – such as Engineering, Product Design, etc. Work in design based
industries. This course provides a wide base to develop from for many other careers; it shows a broad base of personal skills
apart from just academic skills and knowledge.
This is via a series of assessed practical activities in Year 12. There will be a number of opportunities to achieve each mark for
the assessment so the best combination of marks will be counted. In Year 13 students will carry out a significant and prolonged
individual investigation that will be unique to them. Students have a lot of flexibility in the project they may choose but can be
assured that their work will be checked as being suitable at several key stages in their investigation.
Students wishing to take this course will be set a piece of work to do over the summer holidays to be handed in at the start of
term in September.

Economics

AQA AS (7135) A2 (7136)

Mr P Hampson

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE in order to take an AS or A-Level course in the subject although some
topics that feature in GCSE syllabuses will be developed at AS and A-Level. It is important that you have an interest in
economic affairs and a desire to explore why and how the study of Economics contributes to an understanding of the modern
world.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?

How to develop an understanding of economic concepts and theories through a critical consideration of current
economic issues, problems and institutions that affect everyday life

How to apply economic concepts and theories in a range of contexts and to appreciate their value and limitations in
explaining real world phenomena

How to analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the market economy and the role of
government within it

How to participate effectively in a society as a citizen, producer and consumer
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This course will appeal to students who:

Wish to pursue a career in an economics-related profession

Have completed a GCSE course in Economics and wish to further their study

Enjoy studying a subject that affects their own everyday lives

Want to keep their options open. Economics can be combined with Maths and a wide range of Social Science and
Humanities subjects
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
AS
This is a stand-alone qualification that consists of two exam papers. The following papers form the AS Economics course:
Paper 1: The operation of markets and market failure
Paper 2: The national economy in a global context
There will be a mixture of multiple choice questions and data response questions.
A2
The full A2 qualification consists of three exam papers. The following papers form the A2 Economics course:
Paper 1: Markets and market failure
Paper 2: National and international economy
Paper 3: Economic principles and issues
There will be a mixture of data response questions and essays questions for Papers 1 and 2.
Paper 3 will be a mixture of multiple choice questions and case study questions.
All Units will be externally examined and there will be no coursework component.

English Language

Edexcel (9EN0)

Mrs A Quine

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Requirements: iGCSE Language B grade and above.
Basic understanding of the theory of English Grammar.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
You will learn how to closely analyse language, using precise terminology and to understand how language varies according to
context and how language choices can create personal identities. You will explore how language has changed and varied over
time and the reasons for that change. In addition you will learn to analyse and evaluate how language develops in children,
examining speech, reading and writing. You will learn to apply theories of language acquisition to data. You will learn the skills
necessary to investigate language issues. You will then apply your knowledge to the process of creating your own texts. This
will provide an introduction to the basic analytical skills needed to study linguistics at university.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
Particularly suitable for those with an interest in English but do not wish to study Literature. It helps to have an enquiring
mind, willing to think openly about issues such as gender and power and a willingness to examine own language use. It is
suitable as preparation for a wide range of university courses as well as specifically for linguistics.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The full A-Level is a two year course
Component 1: Language Variation: individual variation; variation over time (35%)
Component 2: Child Language: study of child language acquisition
(20%)
Component 3: Investigation Language: developing investigation techniques based on pre-release material (25%)
Coursework: Crafting Language: producing 2 pieces of original writing + commentaries (20%)
A one year AS course may also be available (to be confirmed)
Component 1: Language context and identity
(50%)
Component 2: Child Language acquisition
(50%)
Coursework / Specific arrangements / Other requirements
There is only one coursework component for the full A-Level
There is no coursework component for the AS Level

English Literature

Edexcel A Level (9ET0)

Mrs A Quine

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Requirements: - iGCSE English Language B Grade and GCSE English Literature C grade and above.
Basic understanding and enjoyment of reading and Literature (prose, poetry and drama).
Good written communication skills and an understanding of essay writing skills.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
In A-Level English Literature, you will learn how to analyse and evaluate how writers use literary techniques to create meaning
in prose, poetry and drama. You will learn to explore the effects more fully of writers’ use of language and will be encouraged
to explore alternative interpretations as well as the impact of the contexts in which literary texts are written and received. You
will also learn about the nature of the Tragedy genre through the study of two plays (one of which will be by Shakespeare).
You will also learn about aspects of critical theory and apply them to texts, as well as using what you have learned to carry out
further and independent reading. You will thus develop the range of analytical skills required to study English Literature at
University.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
Particularly suitable for those who enjoy reading, are willing to think independently about texts and enjoy the challenge of
developing and extending their viewpoints through discussion. The skills learned will help prepare students for a wide range of
university courses.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
For the Full A Level (studied over 2 years)
Component 1: Drama: Tragedy – study of one play by Shakespeare and one other play from the tragic genre (30%)
Component 2: Prose: study of 2 prose texts, one of which must be pre-1900, on a similar theme (20%)
Component 3: Poetry: study of anthology of modern poetry + unseen and study of a specified literary period (30%)
Coursework: study of two texts based on students’ wider reading (20%)
A one year AS course may be available separately (to be confirmed)
Component 1: Poetry and Drama: study of anthology of modern poetry; study of play from the tragic genre (not Shakespeare)
60%
Component 2: Prose: study of 2 prose texts, one of which must be pre-1900, on a similar theme (40%)
Coursework/ Special Arrangements / Other requirements
Only one coursework component for the full A-Level. No coursework requirement for AS.
All exams are open book – clean copies of the texts may be taken into the exam.

Food Science and Nutrition

WJEC Level 3 Diploma

Mrs J Burgess

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
You do not need to have studied Food and Nutrition at GCSE Level in order to take a Level 3 Diploma course in this subject. It is
more important that you have a strong interest in the subject matter and want to learn about the relationship between the
human body and food.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
 Skills required for independent learning and development
 Skills to ensure their own dietary health and well being
 A range of generic and transferable skills
 The ability to solve problems
 The skills of project based research, development and presentation
 The ability to apply mathematical and ICT skills
 The ability to apply learning in vocational contexts
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
Students should have an interest in current food issues and be prepared to use a variety of different study methods including
practical work, to produce portfolios of information.
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists in
hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and
government agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and policies that that support healthy
eating initiatives. Many employment opportunities within the field of food science and nutrition are available to graduates.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The course involves a 90 minute exam and controlled assessment projects on the following modules:

Meeting nutritional needs of specific groups

Ensuring food is safe to eat

Current issues in Food science and Nutrition
The next step
Students will gain the required knowledge to be able to use the qualification to support entry to higher education courses such
as:

BSc Food and Nutrition

BSc Human Nutrition

BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition

BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology

French

AQA 1651 (AS) 2651 (A2)

Ms A Beales

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
In order to study A-Level French, candidates will normally have acquired the knowledge, understanding and skills equivalent to
those specified for GCSE at Higher Tier.
What equipment is needed?
App: Larousse French Dictionary
Headphones
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
The independent, future European citizen who may wish to combine the study of French with a degree in Law, Theatre Studies,
Psychology, European Studies, Medicine, Italian, Spanish, Arabic, German, Accountancy, Mathematics etc.
AS (AS certification 7651)
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Written exam, 1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 40% of AS
Paper 2: Writing: Written exam, 1 hour 15 minutes, 60 marks, 30% of AS
Paper 3: Speaking: Oral exam, 12-14 minutes, 90 marks, 30% of AS
Subject content
Social Issues and Trends
The changing nature of the family (La famille en voie de changement)
The ‘cyber-society’ (La cyber-société)
The place of voluntary work (Le role de bénévolat)
Artistic Culture
A culture proud of its heritage (Une culture fière de son patrimoine)
Contemporary francophone music (La musique francophone contemporaine)
Cinema: the 7th art form (Cinéma: le septième art)
Grammar
Literary Texts and Films
Students must study either one text or one film from a given list

A-Level (A-Level certification 7652)
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Written exam, 2 hours 30 minutes, 160 marks, 40% of A-Level
Paper 2: Writing: Written exam, 2 hours, 60 marks, 30% of A-Level
Paper 3: Speaking: Oral exam, 21-23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time), 60 marks, 30% of A-Level
Subject content
Social Issues and Trends
The changing nature of the family (La famille en voie de changement)
The ‘cyber-society’ (La cyber-société)
The place of voluntary work (Le role de bénévolat)
Positive features of a diverse society (Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse)
Life for the marginalised (Quelle vie pour les marginalisés?)
How criminals are treated (Comment on traite les criminels)
Political and Artistic Culture
A culture proud of its heritage (Une culture fière de son patrimoine)
Contemporary francophone music (La musique francophone contemporaine)
Cinema: the 7th art form (Cinéma: le septième art)
Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment (Les ados, le droit de vote et l’engagement
politique)
Demonstrations, strikes, - who holds the power? (Manifestations, grèves – à qui le pouvoir?)
Politics and immigration (La politique et l’immigration)
Grammar
Literary Texts and Films
Students must study either one text and one film or 2 texts from a given list

Geography

Cambridge International AS and A Level (9696)

Mrs J Booth

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
A GCSE background is essential as it builds upon knowledge and skills acquired at this level.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
The Advanced Level Course is both demanding and rewarding. It requires a high level of academic ability. The course is
composed of four units, two to be examined at ‘AS’ level at the end of Year 12, two at A2 level at the end of Year 13.
What examinations will I take to get my qualification?
AS
Paper 1. Core Physical Geography
Hydrology and fluvial geomorphology (rivers)
Atmosphere and weather
Rocks and weathering (geology)
Paper 2. Core Human Geography
Population
Migration
Settlement dynamics.
A2
Paper 3 Advanced Physical Geography Options
Two options will be studied from the list below. The options have yet to be decided but it is likely that Coastal and Hazardous
environments will be chosen.
Tropical environments
Coastal environments
Hazardous environments
Hot and semi- arid environments
Paper 4 Advanced Human Geography Options.
Two options will be studied from the list below. The options have yet to be decided.
Production , location and change
Environment management
Global interdependence
Economic transition.
Field Work – Is a requirement of the course enabling students to develop their practical skills by carrying out geographical
investigations both within the Core topics and Advanced options. Field work will be undertaken in both Physical and Human
Geography and will be directly linked to the units of study.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
Someone with an enquiring mind interested in current affairs, environmental issues and appreciation of the world around
them and a get up and go attitude.

Health & Social Care

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma

IOM College

Entry requirements
Learners must have 5 GCSE’s grade C or above, including Maths & English and complete a successful interview, DBS check and
health record to be accepted onto the programme using the standard College procedure.
Interview: Prospective students will be interviewed at QEII High School in September 2016.
Please note that we are unable to enter into further discussion or correspondence about individual cases where an applicant
has been unsuccessful. Due to a limited number of places, there are no guarantees that all students will be accepted onto the
programme.
Progression: This qualification is equivalent to one A level grade A* -E and UCAS points ranging from 140 – 40. Students who
study this qualification alongside other A level subjects may consider Higher Education within the health, social care or
education sectors.
Course structure: There are 3 mandatory units (30 credits) plus optional units to fulfil the extra 30 credits required.
Methods of assessment: Assignments which could include role play, written work, presentations, discussion, placement
activities and controlled assessment. Scenarios provide a vocational context.
Units to be studied
Unit 1—Developing Effective Communication in Health and Social Care—understanding effective communication, the
barriers that may exist and ways to overcome these with an opportunity to gain the interpersonal skills needed to work in
H&SC sector.
Unit 2—Equality Diversity and Rights—understanding of concepts relating to equality, diversity and rights in H&SC including
discriminatory practice and means of combating this and how national initiatives promote anti-discriminatory practice.
Unit 3– Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care -understanding the importance of health, safety and security of
individuals in a health and social care context. Exploring legislation, policies and procedures , the purpose of risk analysis and
how to deal with incidents and emergencies.
Unit 4—Development through the Life Stages— gain knowledge and understanding of the different stages throughout the
human lifespan including the physical and psychological changes of ageing and application of theories of ageing to H&SC
provision.
Unit 5—Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care – overview the organisation of the human body, how the body
systems work together to provide energy and investigate how homeostatic mechanisms operate in the body.
Unit 48—Exploring Personal and Professional Development in Health and Social Care—understanding different ways in
which learning can take place and how learning from experience can be used to enhance the quality of knowledge, skills &
practice. A minimum of 50 hours work experience is required and provides an opportunity to relate theory to practice and
reflect on experiences.
For further information relating to the course content visit:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/home.html

History

Cambridge International (9389)

Miss L Franklin

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
The History courses at A-Level are designed to make you think, argue and debate. Some of the topics offered will be new;
some will be building on content covered at GCSE. What is important is that you should really enjoy studying History, have
an enquiring mind, a real interest in the past and its relevance to current affairs and an ability to communicate your ideas
effectively. Cambridge International AS and A-Level History is recognised around the world by schools, universities and
employers.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?

To explore the significance of events, individuals, issues and societies in history.

To develop your understanding of how the past has been interpreted and represented.

To analyse, evaluate and use historical evidence to make judgements and to support and present your argument, case
or account.

To develop your understanding of the nature of historical study; for example, that history is concerned with
judgements based on available evidence and those historical judgements may change.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
AS/Advanced History provides an excellent foundation for a variety of careers including Law, Management, Media and
Journalism as well as History-related employment. The course we offer is designed to provide a well-rounded education,
which prepares students for the modern world.
Our teaching sessions often take the form of seminars; occasionally lectures, and we expect our students to be prepared to
take part in discussions, which are sometimes informal and sometimes prepared in advance. To be successful in these
courses, you must have a genuine love of reading; textbooks do provide a basic understanding, but to get to grips with the
unfamiliar world of the past, you must be prepared to read widely and to make your own notes outside formal lessons.
History is not a “black and white” subject - it requires skills in analysis and interpretation as well as the ability to form and
present arguments either in debate or, of course, in a well-constructed essay.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
Our course consists of four units of assessment. The themes in Year 12 are ‘Revolution’ and the search for peace in the post
war period. The second year considers why historical interpretations differ; with the final unit investigating the Rise of the
Dictators in the Twentieth Century.
Year 12
Unit 1 – The Search for International Peace and Security 1919-1945 – 1-hour examination (20%)
This builds on the student’s knowledge from their GCSE course and allows them to consider in depth the difficulties facing
Europe after World War One.
Unit 2 – Modern Europe 1789 -1917 – 1:30 mins examination – (30%)
This is an opportunity to investigate two major revolutions in History.
The causes of the French Revolution and the Rise of Napoleon 1789-1804
The Russian Revolution 1905-1917.
Year 13
Unit 3 – The Origins and Development of the Cold War, 1941–1950 – 1-hour examination (20%)
This unit allows students to study a historical issue in detail and evaluate why historians have different views. This will enable
students to develop and understand of the nature of the discipline of History, and the ways in which History is produced.
Unit 4 – Europe of the Dictators (1918-1941) – 1:30 mins examination (30%)
This allows students to investigate to dictatorships of the Twentieth Century.
Stalin’s Russia 1924 - 1941
Hitler’s Germany 1929 - 1941

Manx

Mr R Teare

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Students will have studied Manx at Key Stage 3 and have a strong commitment to furthering their knowledge of the language.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
Subject Content
Year 1:
Relationships
Health and Lifestyle
Young People in Society
Assessment Year 1:
Students prepare a presentation in Manx for assessment of composition, speaking and conversation. Listening, Reading,
Writing and Translation (Manx to English) skills will be assessed by end of year exam.
Year 2:
Local and Global Citizenship
Democracy and Conflict
Environmental Awareness
Students prepare a media document for presentation and discussion. Listening, Reading, Writing and Translation (English to
Manx) skills will be assessed by end of year exam.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
All tests and coursework should be completed by the end of term six.
There are two substantial elements of controlled assessment to be completed during the course. Candidates must submit
coursework by the deadlines given (end of term 2 for the first controlled assessment, end of term 5 for the second controlled
assessment).
Advanced Certificate in Manx – Ard Teisht Ghaelgagh
This qualification is equivalent to an A-Level award. It is written and marked in consultation with CCEA.
A stand-alone AS Level equivalent certificate is also offered, for study over either one year or two.
Coursework / Specific arrangements / Other requirements
The course organiser will provide all books, sound files and learning materials.
Four lessons per week. Flexible timetabling. Extra curricular lessons may be available.
For additional information please contact Robert Teare
Tel: 225326
e-mail: R.Teare@ug.sch.im

Manufacturing Engineering

Cambridge Technicals Level 3

IOM College

Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Manufacturing Engineering (360 glh) [Equivalent to 1 A-Level]
Entry Qualifications
4 GCSE's at Grade C or above which must include Maths, English and a Science. Learners are most likely to succeed if they have
this or a better grade profile.
Cambridge Technicals at Level 3 have been designed with refreshing content, that's up to date, engaging, fit for purpose and
suitable for your f u tu r e needs. OCR have consulted with universities, employers and industry specialists to make sure that
you will gain the right combination of knowledge, understanding and skills required for the 21st century. You will be able to
gain English, Maths and workplace skills through contextualised learning opportunities.
Course Overview
The course has 4 mandatory units at its core which cover the scientific and mathematical requirements for engineering. The 2
optional units will cover the area of manufacturing engineering; these units involve theory and practical activities
1
Mathematics for Engineering
External Examination
Mathematics is one of the fundamental tools of the engineer. It underpins every branch of engineering and the calculations
involved are needed to apply almost every engineering skill
This unit will develop learners' knowledge and understanding of the mathematical techniques commonly used to solve a range
of engineering problems.
2
Science for Engineering
External Examination
Different branches of science underpin the teaching and learning of a number of engineering disciplines. In this unit we focus on
the science which supports mechanical engineering, electrical and electronic engineering, fluid dynamics, thermal physics and
material science for engineering.
3
Principles of Mechanical Engineering
External Examination
All machines and structures are constructed using the principles of mechanical engineering. Machines are made up of
components and mechanisms working in combination. Engineers need to understand the principles that govern the behaviour of
these components and mechanisms. This unit explores these principles and how they are applied.
4
Principles of Electronic and Electrical Engineering
External Examination
Electrical systems and electronic devices are present in almost every aspect of modern life - and it is electrical and
electronic engineers who design, test and produce these systems and devices.
This unit will develop learners' knowledge and understanding of the fundamental principles that underpin electrical and
electronic engineering.
10
Computer Aided Design
Internal Assessment
Computer Aided Design (CAD) has been used across the world for many years in many diverse industries to design products,
including both mechanical and electrical component and product design. A variety of software packages are used to perform this
commercially.
The aim of this unit is for learners to develop the ability to be able to create 3D models using CAD, and to go on to create 3D
assemblies of components within a CAD system.
17
Computer Aided Manufacture
Internal Assessment
Many companies which make products are reliant on computer systems to run the manufacturing processes involved. This is
known as Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM).
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand how CAM systems are used within manufacturing and be able to program and
use Computer Numerical Control (CNC) machines to produce components.
Further Information
This can be obtained from the Engineering Secretary on 648205

Mathematics (A)

AQA (6360)

Miss O Graham

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
AS/A2 courses build on the knowledge, understanding and skills established at IGCSE mathematics. In particular, students need
to be very proficient with algebra to cope with the Pure Core sections of the course.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
To develop an understanding of mathematics and mathematical processes and to use these to solve problems.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
 Students who wish to study the subject purely because of interest or enjoyment.
 Students who wish to study mathematics for a subject in a related field such as Physics or Engineering.
Students who need mathematics as a service subject taken with subjects such as Geography or Economics.
ALL students studying this course will need to be prepared to do between 7 and 10 hours of independent study outside of
lessons each week.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
AS Mathematics
Module 1: MPC1
Pure Core 1
Module 2: MPC2
Pure Core 2
Module 3: Applied module
Statistics 1 or Mechanics 1 or Decision 1
A2 Mathematics
Module 4: MPC3
Pure Core 3
Module 5: MPC4
Pure Core 4
Module 6: Applied module
Statistics 1 or Mechanics 1 or Decision 1
But this must be a different choice to Module 3
AS Further Mathematics
Further Mathematics will be available either in Year 12 or Year 13 for students who have a love of Mathematics and show a
fantastic work ethic.
Modules will include:
Module FP1
Decision 1
Decision 2
A2 Further Mathematics
Modules will include:
Module FP2
Mechanics 2
Statistics 2
Coursework / Specific arrangements / Other requirements
There is no coursework element in any of the modules. Core 1 specified that calculators are not permitted; other modules
specify that a graphics calculator may be used.
Coursework / Specific arrangements / Other requirements
There is no coursework element in any of the modules. Core 1 specifies that calculators are not permitted; other modules
specify that a graphics calculator may be used.

Mathematics (A)

AQA (6360)

Miss O Graham

Continued

Mathematics Module Content
Pure Core Modules
AS Module – Pure Core 1



Algebra



Coordinate Geometry



Differentiation



Integration



Exponentials and Logarithms



Differentiation



Integration



Differentiation



Integration



Numerical Methods

AS Module – Pure Core 2


Algebra and Functions



Sequences and Series



Trigonometry

A2 Module – Pure Core 3


Algebra and Functions



Trigonometry



Exponentials and Logarithms

A2 Module – Pure Core 4



Exponentials and Logarithms



Algebra and Functions



Differentiation and Integration



Coordinate Geometry in the (x, y) plane



Vectors



Sequences and Series



Trigonometry

AS or A2 Module - Statistics 1


Numerical Measures



Normal Distribution



Probability



Estimation



Binomial Distribution



Correlation and Regression





Newton’s Law of Motion
Connected Particles
Projectiles



Route Inspection Problems



Travelling Salesperson Problem



Linear Programming



Mathematical Modelling

AS or A2 Module – Mechanics 1


Mathematical Modelling



Kinematics in One and Two Dimensions



Statics and Forces



Momentum

AS or A2 Module – Decision 1






Simple Ideas of Algorithms
Graphs and Networks
Spanning Tree Problems
Matchings
Shortest Path in Networks

Mathematics (A)

AQA (6360)

Miss O Graham

Continued

Further Pure Modules
AS Module—Further Pure 1


Algebra and Graphs



Calculus



Numerical Methods



Trigonometry



Matrices and Transformations

A2 Module—Mechanics 2


Mathematical modelling



Moments and centres of mass



Kinematics



Newton’s Laws of Motion



Application of differential equations



Uniform circular motion



Work and energy



Vertical circular motion

A2 Module - Statistics 2


Poisson Distribution



Discrete Probability Density Functions



Continuous Probability Density Functions



Confidence intervals



X2 Testing

A2 Module – Further Pure 2

Loci and complex numbers

Series expansion and proof by induction

Hyperbolic functions

De Moivre’s Theorem

Roots of Polynomials



Complex Numbers



Roots and Coefficients of a quadratic equation



Series

Music

WJEC

Miss J Withey

May be taught with other schools

A-Level Music has three main components; performing, composing and appraising music.
It is still very highly valued by employers and University tutors alike because of the diverse nature of skills that Musicians display especially on completion of the course. These include; communication, teamwork, Self-management, performing under
pressure, planning, technical skills and critical reflection.
Students are expected to be creative, yet academic in their approach to work, and they must maintain their performance skills
in and outside of school. They must take practical instrumental lessons and have a solid foundation of music theory to succeed
on the course.
(Grade 5 Theory recommended)
The areas of study available within this A-Level include;







The western Classical Tradition
Rock and Pop (1960-2000)
Musical Theatre (6 Composers)
Jazz (1920-1960)
Into the 20th Century Music
Into the 21st Century Music

Also there are 2 pathways weighted to the strengths of the students in performance or composition.
Candidate Profile 1 (Performer)

Candidate Profile 2 (Composer)

This profile allows a greater percentage
to be weighted towards performance.

This profile allows a greater percentage to be
weighted towards composition.

Component 1 : Performance (35%

Component 1: Performance (25%)

Perform as a Soloist

Perform as a Soloist

OR

OR

Soloist and within an Ensemble.

Soloist and within an Ensemble

(10-12mins)

(6-8 mins)

*The music performed must reflect
the musical characteristics of 2 areas of study.

* The music performed must reflect
the musical characteristics of 1 area of study.

* Standard equivalent to Grade 6 and above
* Marked by a visiting examiner
Component 2: Composing (25%)

Component 2: Composing (35%)

2 Compositions
No. 1) Music uses techniques
Associated with Western Classical
Tradition
No. 2) Free Composition
Total Duration of composition 4-6mins

3 Compositions
No. 1) Music use techniques associated
with Western Classical Tradition
No. 2) Must explore a different area of
study.
No. 3) Free Composition
Total Duration of compositions 8-10 mins
*Sent for marking to an external examiner

Music

WJEC

Miss J Withey

Continued

Component 3 Listening and Appraising (40%)
Written Exam : 2 hours 15 mins
Exam is split into 3 sections and will look at 3 Areas of study.
Part 1) Area of Study 1 : Western Classical Tradition (Compulsory)
Focusses on the development of the symphony (1750 - 1900)
This will include looking at 2 or more orchestral scores in detail, listening to them, analysing them and putting them into historical and musical context.
Part 2) Area of Study Option Block
This will include ONE* Area of study from :
Rock and Pop/Musical Theatre/Jazz
*This will be at the teachers discretion
Part 3) Area of Study Option Block
This will include ONE* Area of study from :
Music into the 20th Century OR Music into the 21st Century
*This will be at the teachers discretion
Types of Questions on this Exam paper include;
* Skeleton Score questions
* Essay based questions which assess knowledge of the development of the Area of Study and the understanding of the wider,
social, cultural and historical context
* Questions on unprepared musical extract
* Aural perception questions

Performing Arts

Edexcel Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma

Miss K Grib

Taught with CRHS

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
The BTEC National Award in Performing Arts is equivalent to one GCE A level. It will give you an understanding of the
Performing Arts with a specific focus on the essential skills, techniques and disciplines needed for a variety of careers in
Performing Arts. The qualification provides you with an insight into the employment opportunities available, helping you to
choose a career or move on to further study. You may have a GCSE in, Music or Performing Arts, but it is not a requirement.
Whatever skills and experience you bring will be developed and improved through practical workshops and public
performances. The main requirements are some experience of performing (in or outside school), plus enthusiasm, energy,
commitment and the ability to work hard as part of a team.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
During the course you will be able to develop a variety of skills, both practical and personal. Organisational skills are essential
to balance and manage your time between the different units. You will have the opportunity to undertake, prepare and
perform a role as part of a performing arts company presenting work to an audience. You will focus on your individual
strengths in a performance role within the context of a full-scale theatrical performance. You will gain realistic experience of
carrying out a defined performance role or roles, transferring and applying relevant performance skills. The course can help
with all the basic essential skills (use of body, voice, physical expressions, communication with an audience) about performing
on stage and also develops your key skills such as working within a team, concentration and organisation.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This is definitely the course for you if you have already taken GCSE Performing Arts or Music or are involved with performing
in or outside of school and you have a real passion for acting and combining your acting skills with the opportunity to extend
your skills in movement and singing, plus other theatre studies. You will need to realise the importance of rehearsals after
school to ensure you meet the course requirements. You will also be expected to see a wide variety of performance work.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The BTEC is a coursework only subject; there are no exams involved. This does, however, mean that you will need to spend a
vast amount of time completing work to a high standard. You will be continually assessed throughout the course. At the end
of some Units there may be a Final Performance, which will be an assessment of your final product of the Unit, usually as a
part of a group.
Subsidiary Diploma (One A-Level equivalent)
This course requires a student to complete 6 units over a 2-year period.
The course is designed to be adaptable to your interests, abilities and aspirations: it consists of one compulsory core unit, plus
five units from a range of specialist units. (These provide a total of 360-guided learning hours). Using pass, merit and
distinction criteria, each of which carries a points weighting, assesses the course. At the end of the two-year course the points
are added up. For those going to university, the points are then converted into UCAS points. You can also convert the points
into A-Level equivalent grades.
Skills developed:
•
Individual performing skills
•
Creative thinking and expression
•
Technical skills

Administrative/organisational skills

Teamwork
Likely next step opportunities:

Higher Education for degree courses in Performing Arts

Specialist vocational courses
Assessment summary:
Internal assessment throughout duration of the course.
Portfolio work for each Unit.

Physical Education

Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport

Mr B Eyres

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this Course?
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport is equivalent to 1 A-Level. The qualification is designed to
support progression to higher education.
Students need to understand the importance of deadlines for coursework and schemes of assessment. All students and
parents will be sent a course work map and deadline dates itinerary.
Students will need to be able to work independently, carry out research, give presentations and work as part of a group.
All students need to have an awareness of the role of Physical Education as a medium of learning.
What will I learn on this BTEC Course?
You will study 3 mandatory units; Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing, Professional Development in the Sports Industry.
You will also study one additional unit as chosen by the PE Department.
What kind of student is this Course suitable for?
Any student who has achieved a minimum of a C grade at GCSE P.E.
They must possess a passion for all areas of the curriculum and be prepared to dedicate many hours of personal study to the
subject. Students must play at least one sport to school team level or equivalent and should be involved in sport on a regular
basis outside of school.
Many students also coach at our local partner Primary Schools in their own free time.
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology (33%)
1 hour 30 minutes written paper covering short and long answer questions on following subject areas – the skeletal
system, the muscular system, the respiratory system, the cardiovascular system and the energy system for sports performance.
Unit 2: Fitness, Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing (33%)
Synoptic written assessment.
2 hour written assessment in controlled conditions. Prior research will be necessary.
Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry (17%)
Summative assignments based on sports industry career pathways, development plans and skills audits.
Plus one from: (to be decided by PE Department) (17%)
Unit 4: Sports Leadership
Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing
Unit 6: Sports Psychology
Unit 7: Practical Sport Performance
Coursework/specific arrangements/other requirements
Students should be prepared for coursework continuously throughout the course, and keep a portfolio of assignments. They
will need to work collaboratively with the PE Department and local employers.

Physics A

OCR (H556)

Mr J. Barker/ Mr N. Soal /Miss C. Goulding

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
It is recommended that you have achieved at least a grade B in IGCSE Physics or Co-ordinated Science as well as a grade B in
Mathematics.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?

Essential knowledge and understanding of Physics and its applications

Skills needed to use your knowledge in new and changing situations

How Physics has developed and is used in present day society

The importance of Physics as a human endeavour which interacts with social, philosophical, economic and industrial
matters
What kind of student is this course suitable for?
This course will appeal to students who:

Wish to pursue a career in a Science related profession

Have completed GCSE Physics or Dual Science and wish to further their study

Enjoy studying a subject that affects their own everyday lives

Want to keep their options open. Physics can be combined with a wide range of science and humanities subjects

Enjoy applying science and mathematics to real world problems
What subjects go well with Physics?
Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry, Biology, Geography, Music
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
The three exams for A-Level are taken at the end of Year 13 and are as follows:

Module 1: Practical skills
Module 2: Foundations of Physics (quantities, units and data)
Module 3: Forces and Motion
Module 4: Electrons, waves and photons
Module 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics
Module 6: Fields, Particles and Medical Physics
A ‘Practical Endorsement’ (pass or fail) is reported separately from the final grade.
Students leaving the course after completing units 1-4 in Year 12 may take two exam papers and gain an AS Level in Physics.

Psychology (A)

AQA (7182)

Mr R Simpson

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Psychology is the best subject in the whole world.
 10% of the overall assessment of Psychology will contain maths skills equivalent to Level 2 or above. Therefore you must
have a secure knowledge of basic Mathematics
 25-35% of the overall assessment of Psychology will examine knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to research
methods. There is now a sharp focus on experimental research and investigation. You must have a basic understanding of
scientific research methods
 Psychology is assessed purely through written terminal examination papers. You must be secure in your written
communication skills
What will I learn on this A-Level course?

UNIT

CONTENT

ASSESSMENT

1: Introductory Topics in
Psychology.

Social Influence
Memory
Attachment
Psychopathology

Written paper with 4 compulsory sections.
Multiple choice
 Short answer questions
 Stimulus material questions
 Extended writing question
2 hours
96 marks
33.3% of the A Level

2: Psychology in Context

Approaches in Psychology
Biopsychology
Research Methods

Written paper with 3 compulsory sections.
Multiple choice
 Short answer questions
 Stimulus material questions
 Extended writing question
2 hours
96 marks
33.3% of the A Level

3: Issues and Options in
Psychology

Issues and Debates in Psychology
One from:

Relationships

Gender

Cognition and Development
One from

Schizophrenia

Stress

Eating behaviour
One from

Aggression

Forensic Psychology

Addiction

Units 1 and 2 form a stand alone AS qualification.

Written paper with 4 compulsory sections
Multiple choice
 Short answer questions
 Stimulus material questions
 Extended writing question

2 hours
96 marks
33.3% of the A Level

Psychology (A)

AQA (7182)

Mr R Simpson

Continued

Is this subject right for me?
Yes.
If you are prepared to work hard and not give up
Yes.
If you are organised and plan your revision
Yes.
If you like to be challenged in your thinking
Yes.
If you like to learn in a variety of ways, including practical research.
Yes.
If you have a sense of humour
No.
If you choose this because there is nothing else you fancy doing
No.
If you use the word ‘boring” a lot
What can I do after I have completed this course?
Interest in studying Psychology has grown enormously in recent years. Not only is Psychology a fascinating subject to study,
but it also prepares students for a very wide range of careers. Some of these have obvious connections with Psychology, such
as clinical, forensic and educational psychology; but Psychology also provides a useful training for a much wider range of
career options. These include market research, social work, teaching, nursing, advertising, sales, media and broadcasting,
personnel management and even the police and the Armed Forces.
Next Steps!
If you would like to study Psychology, you may find out more from:
The British Psychological Society:
AQA
BBC

www.bps.org.uk.
www.aqa.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk

Psychology Review
New Scientist
The Sixth Form

School Library
School Library
The Forster Building

Religious Studies

WJEC

Mr R Simpson

May be taught with other schools

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
Students wishing to take this course will be set a piece of work to do over the summer holidays to be submitted at the start of
the course. The syllabus encourages an academic approach to the study of Philosophy of Religion and Ethics with an
Introduction to the Study of Religion. You do not need to be religious to study it, nor is it a means of making you religious. No
qualification is necessary - you do not need to have the GCSE in RE - but an aptitude in English and/or Humanities is essential.
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
The Advanced G.C.E. Exam is in two parts:
AS
Unit 1:
An Introduction to the Study of Religion - Christianity – This will explore four themes: Religious
Figures and Sacred Texts; Religious Concepts; Religious Life; and Religious Practices
Unit 2:
An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion and Ethics
Section A: An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion: Cosmological Arguments for the Existence of God; Teleological
Arguments for the Existence of God; The non-existence of God – the problem of evil; and Religious Experience.
Section B: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics: Ethical Language and thought; Aquinas’ Natural Law, Fletcher’s Situation
Ethics and Utilitarianism. Applied Ethics.
A Level
Unit 3:
Study of a Religion: Religious Figures and sacred texts, significant historical development in
religious thought, significant social development in religious thought and religious practices that shape religious identity.
Unit 4:
Religion and Ethics: Ethical Language and Thought, Kant’s Moral Theory, contemporary
developments in ethical theory and free will and determinism.
Unit 5:
Philosophy of Religion: Ontological arguments for the existence of God, challenges to religious
belief, religious experience and religious language.
Is this subject right for me?
Religious Studies is both a highly academic study and a personally fulfilling course. You will develop your skills of critical
analysis by a deep and broad study of philosophical and ethical approaches to religious belief.
Critical reading skills and willingness to write at length are essential.
How will I be assessed?
All Units are assessed by written examination.
What can I do after I complete the course?
By studying this course you will not only learn about important features of the modern world, but you will also develop
academic skills and personal understanding that will put you in good stead for a wide variety of further education courses and
career options.
Religious Studies is a highly regarded academic study, which provides a good basis for further study and a wide range of career
choice. Obviously there is no specific job that demands R.S. (no, not even the clergy!), but the skills that you develop in the
course are wide ranging in their application, including journalism, law, teaching and social work.

Sociology

AQA 7191(AS) / 7192 (A2)

Mr R Simpson

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
AS Entry Requirements: 5 grade Cs or above; A Level Entry Requirements – 5 grade Bs or above
What will I learn on this A-Level course?
Sociology is the study of society and of people and their behaviour. Sociologists explore such topics as Education, Families and
Households, the power of the Media, and Crime and Deviance.
Sociologists create theories to explain the patterns we find in the workings of society and human behaviour. Sociology is
evidence based. Opinions and theories must be backed up with facts about society. Sociologists carry out research to establish
the validity of their theories.
In Education we will examine why some pupils achieve more than others? Sociologists have examined the role of education in
society and who benefits from it. How do government policies affect schools? What is the experience of education for
individual students?
In Family and Households we will explore: Are husbands and wives equal today? How far has the position of children and our
attitudes towards childhood changed? What are the changes in family size, marriage, cohabitation, divorce and parenthood,
and the increasing diversity of family types today? How do Government policies and laws impact on families?
In Mass Media Sociologists are interested in the relationship between ownership and control. What is the importance of
popular culture? How do the Media present age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability?
In Crime and Deviance, what are the different theories connected to social order and control? What is the experience of
victims? What is the role of the criminal justice system and other government agencies? What is green crime? Is there a link
between state crime and human rights?
What kind of student is this course suitable for?

An interest in contemporary social issues and debates about society in the UK and further afield

Able to read a large amount of information critically

An enquiring mind happy to research deeply into literature and media based resources

Methodical

Well-organised

Independent and reflective learner
What examinations will I have to take to get my qualification?
AS
Paper 1:
Education with Methods in Context
Paper 2:
Research Methods in Sociology with Family and Households
A Level

Paper 1:
Paper 2:
Paper 3:

Education with Methods in Context
Topics in Sociology (a) Family and Households and (b) Mass Media
Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods

Coursework / Specific arrangements / Other requirements
No coursework. Good level of literacy and willingness to read deeply in relevant material is essential.

Our School’s Values – The Basis of our Success

L

To inspire people with a love of learning

E

To encourage everyone to enjoy the time that he or
she spends at the school

A

To achieve the best possible results for every
student at external examinations

R

To recognise and develop the contribution of each
person and to encourage an ethos of mutual respect

N

To nurture and develop the talents of every person
as fully as possible

