
A Level English Literature: Reading List – 2019-21 
 
A LEVEL TEXTS 
 
Year 12 – essential buys to be bought and read as soon as possible 
 

     

 
 
 
Atonement by Ian McEwan ISBN: 978-0099429791 
 
 

 
 
 
What Maisie Knew by Henry James 
ISBN: 978-0141441375 

 
 

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
ISBN 978-0141190273 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Poems of the Decade (ed) Steighart  
  ISBN 978-0571325405 
 
Year 13 texts (to be confirmed) 
 

Othello  by William Shakespeare 
ISBN: 978-1107615595 
 
 
 
 

Poetry of John Keats or Poetry of Rosetti 
 
Coursework texts based on wider reading 

 

 

 

 



 
ADDITIONAL READING 
 
WIDER READING  (3-4 texts to be read during the course of Year 12 as 
preparation for coursework) 
 
 
CRITICAL READING – wider reading of critical ideas is very useful 
 
- York Notes on the key texts are a useful starting point 
- Tragedy: A Student Handbook – English and Media Centre 
- The Cambridge Introduction to Tragedy 
- Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire/Cat on a Hot Tin Roof  A 

Reader’s Guide to Essential Criticism 
- The Victorian Novel – Cambridge contexts in Literature 

 
USEFUL WEBSITE – contains critical writing on a range of texts, designed 
for A Level students 
 
English and Media online edition 
www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine 
 
Go to emagazine student area 
Username: QEII English 
Password: Tynwald 
  

http://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine

